RELATIVE TO THE 


; Bey : * * . Ix le 2 r ˙Ü—Ü² T —˙O]Ä ¹nn⁵ꝛ³Rö its. $ „ 
5 ES. ; A * *. of, 2 ** 1 z 
. ; - | = * . "0 * 7 
— . * 3 y I. 2 . 4 , 
> 4 £ 7 2 4 
3 * - ; Y 7 
” ; - , 
þ - ; : 
p 
F 
* - 7 
* P . ** 
bn 7 7 y * * 
* - 
: * [ + 
a 


PRESENT APPLICATION 


TO THE 


BRITISH PARLIAMENT 


FOR RELIEF OF THE 


ROMAN, CATHOLIOS 


„ IN. ENG LAN o. 


r 


1. A Letter to the four Vicars Apoſ- 


tolic in England, from the Ro- 
man Catholic Committee, Feb. 


1791. 
II. The Form of the Oath as firſt 
propoſed to be taken. | 
III. The Encyclical Letter of the Vi- 
cars Apoſtolic, dated January igth, 


17 
IV. IV. Their former Encyclical Letter, 


* 


5 


v. The Letter of the Staffotdſhire. © ' © © 
Roman Catholic Clergy to- te 


Hon. Thomas Talbot. 


VI. The Proteſtation of the Roman Z 


Catholics of England. 

VII. Abſtracts from the Opinions of 
Foreign Univerſities. - 

VIII. The Bill as preſented to the 
Britiſh Parliament. 

IX. A Liſt of the Controverſial Pub- 1 


dated October 21ſt, 1789. * lications IEG Nes 
DUBLIN : 


WILLIAM JONES, NO. 86, DAME-STREET. 


MDCCXC 1. 


1 
5 N 
- 
- 
» — 4 - 
; 2 5 
16 
N 
y 2 
. 4 
- f 
£ . oy o — * mo — ** ih b pe 
. 
do 
* bt ) 4 * 0 5 
. 5:2 
* * 1 4 * 3 _ - #3 
x 
* I 
0 
. * 
a 4 
4 1 1 48 
- - o + - a” 
72 
i 
i #30 
L V 
” .- P * i 
ö 2 
„ 
; — 
b * 4 . q 
F 72 
7 
- : 1 7 
% 2 
So 
« 8 
= | 
5 
1 
« 5 
"i 5 5 
* 7 ; : 
he 
4 
5 
a 
1 
7 
1 A 
% 
— 
0 * 
r * mn 
F , 1 q i 44599 $ 4 2. , « 4 # «A. 4 2 
— : 
- 2 b 1 * 
s : ; 
' FI tl 0 Wr . 4 - 
ww * q 
, - 4 A : ; 
e * 
* F * 
- Sis 
, - 
AS 34 4.4 4 - . Gas « * f ; 
„ % 1 PEAR 1 8 A 4 ; . 
4 * - * 0 
4 ” 
" ” N 0 1 *-4 
K no ; 8 N N 1 N , 44. 
* G + . « - 
* . . 1 * - 
» , 1 1 * . 
* 4 6 .# . 441 4:f $4.4 
* - 
: ; , g 4 % is 1 « 1 1 ** 
- *C 4 5 +4 . « 4 * H * 1 a4 A v-- ” F . 
_ -- * — + * 4 - 
4 - - - a * ” - 
* " : 4 8 ; 
Ee - ” N 1 
n * 0 
4 nes as 1 : #4 +4 45 ö f ; 
1 — 
ia + * . 1 4 — 4h y - * -_ 4 > 
— 2 ” ; " 
Y 8 F ; , 
d 228 . "Wy" 12 i 2b 4k 
E : * ” - 4% 4 +4 ft 3 te WS n * - 3 4 
12 # - 
* 
* 


N 4 g — çJ— 7 ” % ard wie a » ; 


\ | ID: * 6 1 — —Wkĩ «c 73 
. - 


ORIGINAL PAPERS, &. 


No. I. 


To the Right erin CHARLES, Lad 70 126 
of Rama, Vicar Apoſtolic, of the Weſtern Diſ. 
trict:— WILLIAM, Lord Biſhop of Acanthar, 
Vicar Apoſtolic of the Northern Diſtrict; — 
' JOHN, Lord B- 3iſhop of Centuria, Vicar Apoſtolic 8 

of the Southern Daa. of 6 Fagland's $:-- +58 


My Lords, 4 


Wo nn Bill, for the relief of the enn Catholics; 
being ſoon to be brought into the Houſe of Commons“, 
and your Lordſhips perſiſting in declaring the Oath en- 
joined to be taken by that Bill, (==a copy of which Oath+ 
is annexed to this inſtrument,—) to be unlawful We the: 
underwritten, CLERGY and LAITY, appointed under-an 
unanimous reſolution of the General Meeting of the Engliſh 
Catholics, on the 3d day of May 1787, (convened after 


a public and As univerſally pn to be a 
Wt 99 yi G vue 6 wee 


* Seil. of Great Britain. Editor. = A copy of the bil a) preſented 
to parliament is alſo here annexed, Edit. 


0 ) 


COMMITTEE. to watch over and promote the public in- 


tereſts of the Engliſh Catholics, think it incumbent upon - 


us to preſent to your Lordſhips, this, our SOLEMN DE- 
cLARATION and PROTESTATION. 
If the Oath contained an avowal of any point of doctrine 


or morals contrary to the belief of the Catholic Church, we 


ſhould think it criminal in us, either to contend for its 
admiffibility, in the preſent ſtage of the buſineſs, or to 


take it at a future time, if it ſhould paſs into a law.— For 


born and educated in the Catholic Church, we acknowledge 
ourſelves bound by her decrees, and whatever is of faith, 
by the expreſs word of Chriſt, or the tradition of his 
Church, we acknowledge it our duty to believe. 


In common with every Church, in communion with the 


See of Rome, we acknowledge the Supremacy of the Pope. 
This, in the printed caſe, delivered by us to the members 
of both houſes of Parliament, previouſly to any mention of 
our Bill in the houſe of Commons, we declared in the lt 
explicit and unequivocal terms. 

Before this, having occaſion to write to the Miniſter, 
on the gth of May 1788, reſpecting his requiſition to have 
the opinions of foreign Catholics on the Pope's diſpenſing 


power, —we ſent him the treatiſe, entitled, ROMAN 


« CATHOLIC PRINCIPLES in reference to GoD and the 


© COUNTRY,” and accompanied it by a letter, in which 
we-ſignified-it to be a ſummary of our tenets, which we 
aſſured him we bed e "oy (pal would 


_ readily ſubſcribe to. 


The gth article of Sp ſecond ſeQion of. this treatiſe 1 is, 
in the following words : < Catholics believe, that, 


1315: the Biſhop of Rome, ſucceflor of Saint Peter, is 


1 the Head of the Catholic Church, in which ſenſe 


* this Church may therefore fitly be ſtiled Roman 
80 1 being an univerſal body urljted under 
© one viſible Head.” 8 


Too 
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Two hundred copies of this treatiſe have been Al- 


buted, by our direction, among members of the en 
Church and Proteſtant Diſſenters. 

Thus publicly we have acknowledged ourſelves n 
of the Catholic Church, and profeſſed our belief of her 
doctrines, particularly that of the Pope's Supremacy. Nei- 
ther national prejudice, the fear of avowing ourſelves | 


objects of the many oppreſſive laws ſtill remaining in force 
_ againſt us,—a timorous apprehenſion of the policy of the 


meaſure,—nor a caution, perhaps juſtifiable, of keeping 


from the public, what the public did not expreſsly call upon 
us to proclaim, withheld us from this open and unreſerved 


declaration of our principles. We were ſenſible of the 
duty owing by us to our Divine Legiſlator, of confeſſing him 
and his Church before men; at the ſame time we knew 
that none of our religious principles were incompatible 


with our duty, as men and citizens: we made no ſcruple, 


therefore, of proclaiming, thus publicly, before God and 
the Nation, the integrity of our religious principles; and 
having ſatisfied this obligation, we thought ourſelves not 
only juſtified, but from the circumſtances of the times, 
actually bound in duty to declare, with equal publicity, 
the integrity of our political principles. With this view, 
under the ſanction of all the Vicars Apoſtolic' and all their 
Coadjutors, and upwards of two hundred of the Clergy, 


(the London Clergy particularly having been for that: 


purpoſe regularly convened by their Biſhop), we ſigned the 
Proteſtation®, and it was figned by almoſt every other 
Catholic of England, of any reſpectability. Having given 
to God and the nation theſe two ſolemn pledges both of 
our religious and our political integrity, ſhame be upon 


| thoſe who dare to call in queſtion either the one or ood 


B22 5 | other ;— 


A copy of which proteſtation is hereunto annexed, Edit. 
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other: we ſcorn the ſlander we know we are wal 
Catholics, and good ſubjects. 

We have apprized your lordſhips of every thing re- 
ſpecting the buſineſs, in its progreſs to its preſent ſtage. 
Your Lordſhips know, that, the Oath, when firſt altered 
from the Proteſtation, received the deliberate _— 


Sf >. & 


Feb as it now ae it ad on ihe 3d of GR 
1790, the 2 pprobation of his moſt reſpectable brother, 
the Vicar, Apoſtolic of the middle diſtrict, i in the preſence 
of 19 Clergymen. 

Still your lordſhips 8 it to be unlawful to take 
the Oath; and you have publicly aſſumed to yourſelves, to 
inhibit the flocks you are ſent to govern from taking it; 


« and from taking any new Oath or figning any new de- 


« claration on doctrinal matters: or ſubſcribing any new 
« inſtrument, wherein the intereſts of Religion are con- 
cerned, (—are your Lordſhips aware of the monſtrous 
latitude of that expreſſion ?) « without the n ap- 
6 probation of their reſpective Biſhop.”  _ 

My Lords, if Chriſt enjoins ſubmiſſion, he enjoins it 3 
ſubmiſſion is reaſonable: — and ſubmiſſion muſt ever be 


unreaſonable, when it is not preceded by inſtruction and 


reaſon.— Following the precept of her Divine Maſter, the 
Church of God, in tender regard to the weakneſs of her 
children, has generally condeſcended to conciliate, has 


always thought herſelf bound to inſtruct.---It is a rule with 


her, that the loweſt of her children ſhould know of what 
he is accuſed, before he is judged ; and be permitted to de- 
fend himſelf, before he is condemned. 


Such, my Lords, is the ſpirit of our Divine Maſter ; and 


ſuch, conformably to his precepts, is the practice of his 
Church.---How widely different have been the proceedings 


of your Lordſhips! That Oath, waich but a few months 


ago, 


—_— 


CF 


ago, under the ſanction of a moſt deliberate and explicit 
approbation of our paſtor, we had ſignified to be admiſſi- 
ble ;-—that Oath, which was grounded on the Proteſtation 
ſigned, but a few months ago, by all the Vicars Apoſtolic, 
all their Coadjutors, and with few exceptions indeed, by all 
their Clergy ;---that Oath, my Lords, without a ſpecification 
of one ſingle objectionable clauſe, was pronounced by your 
Lordſhips to be nn, and our conduct reſpecting it 
cenſured. 

Thus, my Lords, in our regard, no — either 
of form or of right, were attended to. No meaſure of 
\ conciliation was uſed, —no inſtruction was vouchſafed.— 
In which of the articles of the Oath, the error, attributed 
to it, lay, -was not pointed out out to us; we were not 
permitted to explain it; no opportunity was given us to 
defend our conduct. s it poſſible to ſuppoſe your heaven- 
ly Maſter inſpired a conduct ſo oppoſite to his own ſpirit, 
of prudence, meekneſs, conciliation and juſtice; or that 
your Lordſhips ſpoke the language of the Church, when 
you acted in a manner ſo little conformable to its prac- 
tice ? 

My Lords, this is not all.---The ſame anathema; which 
is denounced in the ſcripture, againſt thoſe who take from 
the word of God, is denounced againſt thoſe who add to 
It. —We know the Goſpel enjoins us to ſubmit to the dog- 
matical decifions of the Church ; we alſo know the Goſpel 
does not oblige us to admit as Faith the bare aſſertions of 
three only of its Miniſters. Individual Prelates, even na- 
tional Councils may err; the Church alone is infallible. 
Reſpectable for your exemplary piety, your miſſionary 
zeal, and your many other moral and religious endow- 
ments, your Lordſhips are entitled to the utmoſt attention 
and reſpect. The utmoſt attention and reſpect we have 
ever paid, and ſhall ever pay you. When you deliver. to 

us 


—— gr RS 


whole collective body of the Church alone, are poſſeſſed of 


teſtation one day, retract it the next; formally diſapprove 


ſo unconverſant with the ſubjects on which you pronounce 


refragability of your articles and determinations without 


For it is evident, under theſe circumſtances, you are not to 


* 
us the ſolemn deciſions of the Church, when you exhort, 
perſuade, or inſtruct, we know you are within the ſphere 
of your paſtoral duty, and we liſten with reverence to the 
language of the goſpel and tradition. But when you de- 
liver myſterious oracles, and undertake to ſilence reaſon 
and preclude diſcuſſion, by the mere authority of your En- 
cyclical letters, we cannot but recollect, that God and the 


the right of propounding articles of belief. 

Thus wandering from your proper direction, we are 
not ſurprized at your errors. We ſee without ſurprize, 
but with much real concern, that you are quite miſtaken 
in your notions and ſtatements of the principles of the Bill, 
and of our conduct reſpecting it; that you ſign the Pro- 


of proviſoes in the intended Act, and forget that more ex- 
ceptionable proviſoes were inſerted in the Act paſſed for ag 
relief of the Iriſh Catholics, in 1778. 

Surely, my Lords, when your Lordſhips act with ſo much 
precipitancy, when you ſhew ſuch little attention to the 
forms or the-ſubſtance of juſtice, when you ſhew yourſelves 


your determinations ſo deciſively ; when there is ſo much 
contradiction in your opinions, and ſo much diſagreement 
among yourſelves ; it is poffible to call in queſtion the ir- 


incurring the guilt of hereſy, ſchiſm, or diſobedience. 


be conſidered as the Church: you are but a part of the 
Church: as ſuch, you are entitled to attention and reſpect. 
But where reaſon is not ſatisfied, where conviction has 
not preceded, God and the collective body of his Church 
alone, have a right to require ſubmiſſion: when, under 
theſe circumſtances, it is required by any other, it cannot 

be 


pe that rational ſubmiſſion which Chriſt authorizes his mi- 


(4: 


niſters to require: and when there is ſo great a miſappre-. 
henſion of authority, there cannot but be a ſtrong pre- 
ſumption, | that there is an equal miſapprehenſion of the 
ſubject to which it is applied. 

To ſupport your Lordſhips nequilitica to — the 
only argument brought by your Lordſhips is, that & you 
cc are the Vicars Apoſtolic of this country ;—are therefore 
cc the higheſt ecclefiaſtical authority in this country; your 
6c decrees, therefore, till they are reverſed by an higher 
cc authority, in this country, muſt be ſubmitted to.“ 

Permit us, my Lords, to enquire if your Lordſhips 
ſeriouſly conſidered the above propoſition before you aſ- 
ſerted it? The conſtitution of the Church and the hiſ- 
tories of every age, and almoſt every realm of mn 
pron its erroneouſneſs. 

+ In the year 519, under the e of Pope Hor- 
miſdas, a diſpute aroſe on the propoſition, One of the 
« Trinity has been crucified for our ſalvation.“ The affir- 
mative was ſupported by the Monks of Scythia; Pope 
Hormiſdas was conſulted upon it: he ſeverely cenſured 
the Monks for maintaining it; he called them obſtinate and 
turbulent men, that deſpiſed the authority of the holy Fa- 
thers; complained he could not ſtop their extravagancies 
by his admonitions, his mildneſs, or his authority, and 
ſaid, they ought to be ſhunned. About 12 years after, 
Pope John the IId. pronounced in favour of their propoſi- 
tion, and the whole Church acquieſced in his deciſion. But 


permit us, my Lords, to aſk, whether, during the interval 
between the cenſure of Hormiſdas and the approbation of 


n raced n the nnn conſent of the unn 


+ See 4 Deſente de 1 De  deAfemdice du . de ee 
particularly lid. 9. 50 


r 


++ 1 . 
Church, it was lawful for any Chriſtian, of any part of the 
world, to deny the lawfulneſs of the propofition in queſtion, 
though the unlawfulneſs of it was maintained by the Biſhop 
of Rome, the higheſt authority, except that of the Univer- 
{al Church, in the Chriſtian world. | 
In 633, Cyrus, Patriarch of Alexandria, the firſt of the 
Monsthelites, publiſhed a decree, in which he laid it down, 
that in Jeſus Chriſt there was but one operation of the will, 
This doctrine was received by Sergius, the Patriarch of 
Conſtantinople. Sophronius, afterwards Patriarch of Je- 
ruſalem, rejected this profane novelty with horror. The 
Patriarch Sergius ſent an account of this to Pope Honorius: 
the Pope, in his anſwer, approves of the conduct and 
doctrine of Sergius, and finiſhes his letter, by ſaying. 
« Preach theſe things with us, as we preach them with 
« you.” But the doctrine thus maintained by two Patri- 
archs and a Pope, was afterwards condemned by the 6th 
General Council in 682.—We therefore aſk;—During the 
years which elapſed between the decree of Cyrus, and the 
condemnation of the 6th General Council, was it lawful for 
an Alexandrian, a Conſtantinopolitan, or a Roman to main- 
tain the poſition in queſtion; though moſt ſolemnly pro- 
poſed to his faith by the higheſt * nr of _ 
country ? 
We ſhall trouble your AE wu with our} more in- 
ſtance. 
Vour Lordſhips are apprized of the lügen which the 
hereſy of Arius made in the Chriſtian Empire; in ſo much, 
that (to uſe the expreſſion of one of the Fathers) the uni- 
verſe was aſtoniſhed at finding herſelf become Arian.— 
How many Biſhops, Archbiſhops, and Patriarchs, how 
many Provincial Councils and Synods, authorized by their 
example and their decrees this unhappy hereſy! To com- 
Plete the calamity, Pope Liberius yielded to it, by ſigning 
1710 | the 
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the confeflion of Sirmium, and abandoning 87 AchanaGus, 
whoſe cauſe was then inſeparable from that of the faith. 
Might not each of theſe unhappy Prelates' have addreſſed 
their reſpective flocks in the language you have addreſſed 
us? —Might not they have ſaid to them, We are the 
cc higheſt ecclefiaſtical authority of the diſtrigt-iþ which 
& you refide : till our deciſions are reverſed by a ſtill higher 
« authority, it is your duty to ſubmit to us ?” But would 
this, my Lords, have juſtified the flock in obeying their de- 
cifions ? Would it have juſtified them in denying the divi- 
nity of Chriſt ? You ſee the confequence to which your 
—— leads. We are * 42 n . it no 
longer. 

You may 1 that in all the uſes we ht mexitioned; 
if ſome Biſhops) and ſome Clergy maintained the unlawful 
propoſitions, there were other Biſhops and other Clergy 
who oppoſed them. But is this not ſo with us ? Did not 
the late Vicar Apoſtolic of the London Diſtrict approve of 
the Oath without the Alteration? Has not the Vicar Apoſto- 
lic of the Middle Diftri& approved of the Oath with the Al- 
teration? Have they not been joined by ſeveral of the 
Clergy, the moſt eminent for their learning, their piety, 
and other miſſionary endowments ? Is it not ſupported by 
moſt of the families, from whom religion, in this country, 
derives the greateſt ſuccours ? This is not the caſe of an 
individual acting in oppoſition to the Biſhop. With ſo 
great a weight 'of authority againſt you, conciliation and 
_ inſtruction were particularly to be expected from you. Is 

it poſſible to ſuppoſe a caſe here they were more called 
for ? where there was leſs nat or leſs right, to require 
that blind ſubmiſſion, yon have required from us? In ſnort 
eee „ tt 
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Of the firm and conſcientious adherence of the Right 
Reverend Vicar Apoſtolic of the Middle Diſtrict, to his opi- 
nion of the lawfulneſs of the Oath, as it now ſtands, we 
have received the following HONORABLE TESTIMONY. | 


Deny Sir, 

5 Lou requeſt to know our opinion of 
what paſſed in the public converſation at n yeſter- 
day. We can have but one opinion. 

« Mr. T. Talbot, repeatedly in the moſt erben 
* manner, declared, that he approved of the Oath in its 
« preſent form; which form, agreeably to his own requiſi- 
& tion, had been accepted in a public meeting on the 3d 
« of February, 1790: that, from that approbation he 


* ſhould not recede. That, when in a letter he lately ad- 


« drefled to Mr. Gibſon, in London; he ſpoke of having 
cc condemned the Oath, he meant the Oath as it was origi- 
ce nally worded, for that he could not mean to ſay, he had 
condemned what he had publicly approved. —That he 
«even lamented the meaſures in the condemnation of the 
« firſt Oath, had been ſo precipitately conducted: That, 

«he: thought it unneceflary at this time, to give any new 
1c formal approbation of the preſent Oath, becauſe his for- 
« mer declaration, he knew, was on the minutes of the 
«© Committee, and muſt be publicly known. That, he ap- 
« prehended beſides, ſhould he, (as we requeſted he would) 
ac give you a written approbation of the Oath, that it might 
ct ſtill more irritate the minds of ſome men, and tend to 
« viden the unhappy breach.—Finally, that he admired 
«the temper, and great moderation of the gentlemen of 
« the Committee, whoſe views he thought were moſt up- 
« right, and whoſe zeal to promote the cauſe of religion, 
« and the intereſt of their Catholic brethren, merited the 
« warmeſt commendation.” 0 
| Such 


5 1 | 

Such were Mr. Talbot's ſentiments often expreſſed be- 
fore us in the courſe of the day. And with regard to our- 
ſelves give us leave, Sir, on this occallon, to repeat to you 
our deliberate acquieſcence in the words of the Oath to 
lament the continuance of the oppoſition which is made to 
it; and to teſtify how much we applaud the general mea- 
ſures, which have been hitherto purſued by you, and the 
other gentlemen of our Committee, to obtain from . 
ment a further redreſs of grievances. | 


With ſincere regard, we remain; | 
Dear Sir, 
Your affectionate and humble Servants, 
Login, Feb. 15. 1791. | 
Anthony Clough, Joſeph Berington, 
drected to the Thomas Flyn, Edward Eyre, 
R. Rev. C. Berington. George Beeſton, | 


My Lords, your pretenſions to authority in the manner 
you have exerciſed it, being thus ſet aſide, your Decrees 
muſt neceſſarily ſink, into mere matters of private opinion, 
and have no more weight than they derive from the: in- 
ternal, or external evidence of their truth. - 

The objections to the Oath, we have ſo fully diſcuſſed in 
our former publication, that we ſhall now ſay little on the 
ſubject. But permit us, my Lords, to ſay, one great error 
pervades all we have had the honour to ſee in writing, or 
to hear in diſcourſe from your Lordſhips: Tou conceive.the 
words of the Proteflation and the Oath, are to be undenfaad in 
the meaning they might have in the language of the ſchools. +. . 
Thus, my Lords, the words * a right to affect and inter- 
„ fere,” convey to your underſtandiags, a right to affect 
and interfere by the ſpiritual operation of ſpiritual. cen- 
| n and the word ( perſons, appears to you ſynonimous 
C 2 with 
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with the ! fouls or conſciences.” But no two things have 
leſs relation to one another, than the language of buſineſs, 


and the language of the ſchools. My Lords, it is indiſ- 


putable, that an Oath muſt be taken in its plain and ob- 
vious ſenſe. Where a doubt ariſes on the plain and ob- 
vious ſenſe of an Oath, it can only be aſcertained by con- 
ſidering it in regard to the perſons who propoſe it, the 
perſons to whom it is propoſed, the ſubject of it, and 
the end, to which it is intended to be applied. In the 
preſent caſe, every thing of this kind, is of a temporal na- 
ture.—It is propoſed by the temporal power of the State; 
—to Catholics, in the civil capacity of ſubjects; with a view 
to their civil and ſocial duties; and in order to ſecure 


their fidelity to the State. All this is of a temporal na- 


ture. This, my Lords, is the teſt, by which the Oath ought 
to be tried, and its meaning aſcertained. —Tried by this 
teſt, we appeal to your own judgments; whether any part 
of it will not be found rec harmleſs and unobjection- 
W 

The frequent ;nftaricde of the pee inert: of 
the eccleſiaſtical authority, fince the Reformation, to im- 


pede the attempts of the Catholics, to obtain relief from 


the laws enacted againſt them; and the fatal conſequences 
of thoſe attempts, both in the caſe of religion, and on the 
perſons and fortunes of Catholics, ſhould, we think, have 


— wo +-.propmie too much zeal on — e occa- 


In the Sercbch year of ea Pius Vth; ful- 
rhirkited His famous bull, Regnons in Bærelſis in which he 
not only excommunicated that Princeſs, but declared her 


fallen from her ſovereignty, and her ſubjects abſolved from 


their allegiatice ; and forbad them; under pain of inathe- 


mas to obey her laws, From this period, the » Engliſh Ca- 
: thobies Have to date the national odium and oppreſſion, 


unde. 1 
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under which, they have ever ſince laboured. From this 
period it has always been aſſerted; that Catholics held prin- 
ciples inconfiſtent with a Proteſtant government; and that 
they could never reconcile the duties, which they owe to 
the ſupreme Paſtor of their Church, with the duties which 
they owe to their temporal ſovereign and fellow ſubjects. 
This ſolemn act of the firſt Paſtor, is always appealed to 
by their enemies, as an indiſputable proof of the traiterous 
principles of the flock. | | | 

The Catholic body however, continued true to govern- 
ment, in oppoſition to Papal authority; and although ſome 
individuals publiſhed ſeditious doctrines, or attempted cri- 
minal practices, yet the body at large never ſuffered them- 
ſelves to be infected, and remained at once ſteady members 
of the Catholic Church, and dutiful ſuhjects to the ſove- 
reign powers of their country. Many of the prieſts made 
the moſt ſolemn profeſſions of loyalty and duty, notwith- 
ſtanding any commands from Rome, to oppoſe or diſobey 
their lawful Queen: Among the queſtions propoſed to the 
miffionaries by the government of this land, one was, whe- 
ther they would obey and defend their Queen, although 
the Biſhop of Rome ſhould command them to diſobey and 
forſake her.. 

Thus the Catholics began to recover from the national 
otlizs, brought upon them by the unwiſe and unjuſtifiable 
bull of Pius the Vth. Under James Iſt, many circum- 
ſtances intitled them to expect a great degree of relief and 
toleration.—But they were deſtined to be thrown by ano- 
ther unwiſe and unjuſtifiable Brief, under an accumulated 
weight of odium. After the infernal horrors of the gun- 
powder treaſon, James the Iſt. cauſed the Oath of Allegiance 
to be enacted in parliament, as a teſt, by which his. loyal 
| | Catholics, 


* See Mr, Dodd's Church Hiſtory, 
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Catholics, who were attached to their duties as ſubjects, 
might be diſcriminated from thoſe other Catholics, who 
were under the predominancy of a foreign Power.— The 
catholics in general, were ardent to take the Oath, and 
hoped by taking it, to reſtore themſelves to their natural 
rights. Churchmen again interfered, and again blaſted 
their hopes. Three ſucceſſive Briefs of Paul the Vth. con- 
demned the Oath of Allegiance, as containing many things 
contrary to faith and hoſtile to ſalvation. On every ſub- 
ſequent attempt made by the Catholics of England, to 
prove that their Religious principles were not inconſiſtent 
with the Civil government of their country, their efforts 
were quaſhed by theſe authoritative deciſions. 

In 1648, fifty of the moſt reſpectable noblemen 1 
gentlemen of the Engliſh Catholics, ſubſcribed the 
NEGATIVE of the RY propoſitions. 

I. 

That, the Pope or Church, hath power to abſolve any 
perſon or perſons from their obedience, to the civil 
and political government eſtabliſhed, or to be eſta- 
e in this nation in civil and political affairs. 

; II, 

That, by the 8 or diſpenſation of the Pope or 
Church, it is lawful to kill, deſtroy, or do any injury 
to any perſon or perſons living within the King's domi- 

nions, becauſe that ſuch a perſon or perſons are ac- 

cuſed, condemned, cenſured, or excommunicated for 

error, Os or hereſy. 1 | 
III. 

That, it is lawful in itſelf, or by diſpend; ation n the 
Pope, to break promiſe, or oath, made to any of the 
aforeſaid perſons, under Fe, that ur are he- 


reties. 


In | 
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In what manner did the ſubſcription of the NEGATIVE 
of theſe propoſitions affect their faith as Catholics ? Yet 


the authority of the Court of Rome was again brought for- 


ward to ſtop them. Several of their leading Prieſts were 
conſulted, and among others the illuſtrious Holden, then 
the ornament of the Engliſh clergy, and among 'the 
moſt eminent of the Sorbonne divines; but on this, and 
on every occaſion, the authority of Paul V. was held 
out, to deter the Engliſh Catholics from pledging! their 
integrity as men and citizens. 

_ Your Lordſhips have ſeen the Iriſh "PR ER It 
is as harmleſs and as free from objection as a profeſſion of 
Allegiance can be. Yet it was cenſured: the Remon= 
ſtrants were excommunicated, and ſeveral of them periſhed 
from want.—lIt adds to the harſhneſs, not to ſay the cruelty 
of the interference of the Court of Rome upon theſe occa- 

ſions, that by repeated declarations the Sorbonne, and 
other Univerſities of France, reprobated the doctrine of 
the Pope's temporal power, and while theſe proceedings of 
the proſperous Church of France were tolerated, the ſame 
proceedings were uniformly and ſeverely condemned among 
the icted Catholics of England and Ireland. Thus on 
the one hand, the nation refuſed to relax the ſeverity of 
the laws againſt the Catholics, till they diſavowed the 
Pope's temporal power;—the Court of Rome and her de- 
legates on the other, forbid their doing it; and by inter- 
fering to prevent them, left them to confiſcations, national 
odium, perſecution, and death. Their laſt effort was an ad- 
vantage taken of a difficulty ariſing on the word HERE- 
TICAL. The deciſions of the Sorbonne, and the many 
luminous and uvaninerable n. * which the divine 


- 


1 See ning on. the Oath of Allegiance, by a Catholic one. 
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and lawyers of France had vindicated the independence of 
their Sovereigns, in concerns of a temporal nature, had 
convinced every thinking Catholic, that the claim of the 
Court of Rome, either in a direct or indirect power in tem- 
porals, could not be ſupported; and Rome herſelf ſaw that 
the time was come, in which, to enforce it in the dominions 

of other princes, even by her ſpiritual cenſures, would be 

unwiſe and impolitic. Still ſhe continued to aſſert it in her 

own dominions ; and till the Bull in Cœna Domini, { that 
eternal monument of the extent and extravagance of her claims 

and pretemſiont, ) was continued to be read on every Maun- 

day-Thurſday, within the holy walls of the Church of St. 

Peter. With theſe diſpoſitions it is not to be ſuppoſed, 
ſhe would permit, if ſhe could hinder, an exprefs diſavowal 
of it by the Engliſh Catholics. —Their loyalty was how- 
ever ſo ſtrong, that, ſhe found it impoſſible to reſtrain 
them from it any longer. When unfortunately the word 
heretical afforded a pretence for it. Such of her adherents 
as refided in the dominions of the Court, or'in dominions 
under the influence of Rome, contended that the whole 
clauſe in James's Oath of Allegiance, by which the depofng 
power is denied was unlawful : ſome went ſo far as to ſay, 
the depofing power was every thing, but an article of 
faith. This would not be endured by Engliſh ears. In 
England, therefore, the doctrine was admitted to be un- 
lawful : it was ſtiled a novel doctrine, a falſe, a ſcandalous, 
an impious, a deteſtable doctrine, which deſerved to be re- 
jected, with horror, by Catholics. This was allowed, but 
it was ſaid, that it was not pronounced in terms heretical; 
by the ſcripture or any council. It was not, therefore, in 
the ſcholaſtic ſenſe, of the word, heretical. From this it 
was inferred, that the Catholics could not ſwear it was he- 
retical. This ſtrange difficulty was held out as a terror, to 
reſtrain Catholics from avowing their fidelity to their King 

1 82 | | and 


„ x 


and their country, and unfortunately had too powerful an 
operation. But this laſt effort of ingenuity at length failed 
of effect. Twice the Sorbonne were conſulted, and twice 
they determined, that, the Catholics might, nay, that they 
ought, to take the Oath with the n term He- 
retical. 

At length in 1682, came out the famous Ihobizativia of 
the Gallican Clergy. | 

From that time ſincere Engliſh Catholics ſaw, chat the 
difficulties of ſome of their anceſtors, had been ill ground- 
ed, and that they had been, for near a century and a half, 
the victims of Papal encroachments upon the civil rights 
of their country. But an opportunity did not ſoon preſent 
itſelf of juſtifying their tenets: in 1775, a favourable pro- 
ſpect ſeemed opening for the relief of the Catholics of 
England and Ireland. It was then the Sorbonne was anew 
conſulted by the Iriſh Catholics, and returned their anſwer, 
in perfect conformity with the declaration of the Gallican 
clergy in 1682, and with the anſwer: of their own Tae 
in 1680. 

In 1778, when the W * FW SI times were re- 
moved, the Catholics of England and Ireland embraced 
with ardour, an opportunity of declaring the purity and 
integrity oſ their Political Principles. Their Biſhops co- 
operated. In vain had Paul Vth declared the Oath of Alle- 
giance irreconcileable with Faith and Salvation :—in vain, 
had he forbidden the Catholics to take that, or any fimilar 
Oath :—in vain, had the authority of preceding Popes been 
urged to deter them: —in vain, had Cardinal-Protectors 
and Nuncios pretended, that, former attempts of ſecuring 
Allegiance to Proteſtant kings againſt the powers of the 
Pope, was a corruption of Catholic oth in vain, had they 


See Crecy's Apologetical Letter, and — 8 Anſwer. | 
D aſſerted, 
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aſſerted, that figning a pledge of Civil ſubmiffion to Tem- 


poral government, would do more hurt than all the former 
perſecutions. of heretics. +—All this formidable authority 
vaniſhed, when the Catholics were permitted by govern- 
ment, in an awful moment of tha Empire, to declare their 
ſincere, unfeigned principles. Their religious perſuaſion 
conſcientiouſly attached them to the communion of the 


Catholic Church and Apoſtolic See, but as ſubjects and 
citizens, they knew no fovercign, and acknowledged no 


laws, but the Sovereign and Laws of their Country. We 
repeat, and we confidently repeat, that, with the exception 
of the epithetical qualification, the Oath of 1778 is 
virtually and in effect, the ſame as the Oath of Same: 
proffered by James the Iſt. 


If under Paul V. and Urban VIII. and Innocent R. 


and Alexander VII. the Engliſh and Iriſh Catholics had 


ſlighted, as they did in 1778, thoſe deciſions of authority, 


which extended its empire over temporal concerns, and 
therefore to objects not within its competency, - would 
they not have prevented the moſt diſmal misfortunes to 
themſelves and their poſterity; and have reſcued their Re- 
lgion from the moſt flanderous and abominable reproach ? 
Had the better ſpirit of 1778 prevailed under Paul V. 


how much would the hatred: and oppreffion of Catholics 


have been diminiſhed ? In 1778 the unjuſt encroachments of 
authority were repelled, and the example then ſet will be 
our juſtification, at preſent, unleſs it be proved, that, in 
pledging our integrity, as men and citizens, to our country, 
we have really renounced ſome Articles of ves F; * 
and Communion. 
The relief obtained in 1778 was extremely partial, 11 

the Oath, then required by Government, though adequate 


+ See the Lanes of de Veschiis Roſpighoſi and Barbarini. 
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to the purpoſe of ſecuring our loyalty, in a critical conjune- 
ture, was not deemed by the nation a ſufficient teſt of our 
Social and Political Principles. Ancient animoſities re- 
vived, and the remembrance of the horrors of 1780, will 
long bear teſtimony with what violence they burſt forth. 
Engliſh Proteſtants ſtill ſuſpected, that, we maintained 
principles dangerous to ſociety, and totally repugnant to 
Political and Civil Liberty. In every publication of alarmed 
zeal we were called upon, by our prejudiced fellow- ſubjects, 
to renounce theſe dangerous principles: we were defied to 
renounce them conſiſtently with our adherence to the 
Catholic faith. Even moderate Proteſtants, who expreſſed 

a deſire to extend to us the bleſſings of toleration, infiſted 
on this previous renunciation of imputed principles. When 
ve were directed at a General Meeting to apply for a 
repeal of the penal laws, the firſt requiſition from the 
Miniſter to us was to ſtate the extent of the Diſpenſing 
power. For this purpoſe, the anſwers of foreign Uni- 
verſities were procured at his requeſt. An inſtrument of 

Proteſtation was then preſented to us, containing the 
objections of Proteſtants and the Anſwers, which they 
declared would be ſatisfactory. We were called upon to 
ſign this inſtrument, CI ER GY AND LAITT, WE SIGNED. 
Are there among us perſons capable of receding an 
their ſignatures and proſtituting their honor? 

This Proteſtation was converted into the form of an 
Oath. Shall we refuſe to ſwear, when called upon by our 
country, what we moſt ſolemnly proteſted under our hand- 
writing? The violation of an oath may accumulate the 

guilt of perjury on prevarication; but veracity is equally 
1 eres whether 2 4 ions be made pers r 
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or upon oath. Tantus in te fit veri amor, ut quidguid dixeris, 
id juratum putes, was the exhortation of a Father of the 
church, and he muſt be deſtitute of chriſtian ſincerity, 
who thinks he is not equally bound to tell the truth with- 
out diſguiſe, when called upon to make a Solemn Affevera- 
tion, as if he had an Oath officially tendered. To recede 
therefore from any part of the Proteſtation would be a 
flagrant violation of veracity; a criminal prevarication; 
a mortal wound to the integrity of Catholics, and conſe- 
quently an everlaſting confirmation of the prejudice of 
Proteſtants, that our religion permits us to uſe Duplicity 
and Equivocation. Is it into this diſhonour we are ex- 
horted, nay required, by your Lordſhips, to plunge ? 
Does not authority exerted to effect this purpoſe, tend to 
deſtruction not to edification? and if ſuch an authority 
were ſubmitted to, would not an undue reſpect for the 
M.iniſters of religion involve the ruin of Religion itſelf ? 
'— Have your Lordſhips nn ep theſe moment- 
ous conſequences ? - 

In the Proteſtation what __ * Catholics mne 
in a body, which has not been uniformly declared by their 
beſt writers, to be only aſperſions on our religion. Com- 
pare the Proteſtation with the writings of our beſt con- 
trovertiſts; compare it particularly with the ſtandard 
works of Mr. Gother and the account of catholic princi- 
ples; compare it with the declarations of Catholics long 
before the Reformation began; will not theſe reſpectable 
authorities prove, that our principles are the principles 
of the wiſeſt of. our anceſtors? - Did not our anceſtors 
e ever maintain, that the crown of England Was a ſo- 
« vereign, imperial and independent crown? That the 
&« laws of England could never be altered, but by the le- 
« gillature of England? That all encroachments of foreign 


« powers, whether civil or eccleſiaſtical, ought to be re- 
66 ſiſted, 


( 


ce ſiſted, and conſequently, that the ſpiritual authority 
cc acknowledged by Catholics to reſide in the Church, 
& could not affect or interfere either with the prerogatives 
s of the Crown or the perſonal rights of the ſabject.” 
As to acknowledging ne infallibility in the Pope, is it not 
expreſsly ſaid, in the Catholic principles, that this is no tenet 
of our faith ? but if no tenet of our faith, and we do not even 
believe it as an opinion, why ſhould we be reſtrained 
from declaring, that we do not acknowledge it? eſpecially, 
as it is the controul of this principle, which, above all 
other conſiderations, excites the diffidence of our proteſ- 
tant fellow-ſubjefts. Your Lordſhips cannot but recollect 
the immortal Raport of the Biſhop of Tournay*, before 
the clergy of France in 1682. 'The followin E Ow | 
muſt have arreſted your attention. 

« Si cette infallibilitè etoit bien fondee il anden mourir 
ec pour la ſoutenir; et à quelque eloignement de Pegliſe 
« qu'elle porte nos freres ſepares, il ne ſeroit jamais 
Cs permis de la diſſimuler. Mais, en verite, étant viſible 
de qu'elle n'eſt appuyee ni ſur Vecriture, ni ſur la tradition; 
cc et etant certain d' ailleurs, que rien ne retient fi forte - 
& ment les Proteſtans dans le ſchiſme, que la prevention 
dans la quelle ils ſont, que nous nous faiſons un point 
ce de religion de cette infallibilite, de cette independance 
cc des canons, de cette monarchie abſolue, & de cet 
« enorme pouvoir, que quelques theologiens, de ces 
« derniers tems, ont attribue, au Pape, contre ce que 
« Pecriture, & toute la tradition nous enſeignent, n'eſt il 
e pas de notre devoir, & de notre charité paſtorale, de 
cc tirer enfin le rideau, & de declarer nos vrais ſentiments | 
«a toute la terre i“ | 


© 
— 


25 * + Monger 4 Choiſeul.. | 
ce Tf 


( 22 ) 


cc If this infallibiliiy was well founded, it would be eur 

te duty to die for the ſupport of it, and however great 
cc might be the diſtance from us, to which it forced thoſe 
« of our brethren who have ſeparated from us, it could 
c not be lawſul even to diſſemble it. But in truth it be- 
&« ing evident, that it is founded neither on ſcripture nor 
cc tradition, and it being alſo certain, that nothing tends fo 
ec much to keep proteſtants in the ſtate of ſchiſm, as their 
. prepoſſeſſion, that this infallibility, and this indepen- 

ce dence of the canons, this abſolute monarchy, this enor- 
« mots power, which ſome divines of modern times have 
cc attributed to the Pope in contradiction to goſpel and tra- 
ec dition, are articles of our faith, do not our duty and our 
ec paſtoral charity require from us to lift up at length the 
c“ yeil, and declare our real ſentiments to the * 
_« world ?” 
Your Lordſhips well know, thine many attempts have 
been made to extend the Pope's :nfallibi/:fy not only to 
dogmatical queſtions of faith, but even to particular judg- 
ments concerning facts; ſo that, however erroneous or ill- 
grounded the judgments might be, {till the Faithful were 
bound to honour them by their ſubmiſſion. 

It was this extravagance that diminiſhed the hv 
due to the authority of the Pope, 'even when moving with- 
in his own ſphere as firſt paſtor of the church, and un- 
_ doubtedly, carried to this exceſs, there cannot be a more per- 
nicious dofirine than that of Papal infallibility. For if the 
Pope's judgment be irreformable, and he ſhould, like 
Paul V. declare, that an oath of civil (allegiance is a 
violation of Catholic faith, to what dire extremities would 
the faithful be reduced? They could not fulfil the double 
obligation impoſed upon them by their Saviour, of render- 


ing to God what belongs to God, and to Cæſar what be- 
longs 
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longs to Cefar : : they could not be good ſubjos and ſteady 
Catholics. 
In anſwer to this, it is ſaid, that the Catholic confines 
the infallibility to matters merely of a Ipiritual nature; 
and therefore, if the Pope undertakes to pronounce in 
concerns of a temporal nature, the Catholic, though he 
admits his ſpiritual infallibility, is under no obligation of 
attending to him. But then, ſays the Proteſtant, if the 
Pope aſſumes to pronounce a temporal concern to be a 
concern of a ſpiritual nature, is not the Catholic bound 
to ſubmit his judgment to that of the Pope? 

Thus Cardinal Bellarmine is known to have been an 
advocate for the Pope's indirect power in Temporals, and 
to have held the contrary opinion to be every thing but 
hereſy. He certainly has on his ſide numbers of Tran- 
ſalpine Divines. Here then is an opinion of the moſt delete- 
ricus tendency; an opinion, which Aribes at the root of all 
eftabliſhed government, yet pronounced by a Cardinal of 
unqueſtionable learning and abilities as probable in the 
higheſt degree, and approaching nearly to an article of 
faith. Let us advance but one degree further, and ſup- 
poſe this Cardinal to be elected Pope, and to perſuade. 
himſelf, and to proclaim to the faithful, that the article 
in queſtion is of a I On N and * faith the 
miſchief is done. 

All this to a Catholic may, and yet we cannot well wk 
how it can, appear ideal. But to a Proteſtant it muſt 
appear poſſible, and when he reflects on the Acts of the 
| Gregories, the Innocents, the Bonifaces, and the Pauls, 
and particularly on the famous Bull of Pius the Vth, 
that direfu} cauſe of the calamities of England, and the 
Bull of Sixtus Quintus, that direful cauſe of the calami- 
ties of France, it muſt appear to him highly probable. 
If therefore we do not believe the Pope to be infallible, 
even 
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even in religious matters, without the conſent” of the 
Church, (and by the Proteſtation we have declared we 
do not,) why ſhould we not, for the ſatisfaction of our 
Proteſtant countrymen, declare upon our Oath, that we 
acknowledge no infallibility in the Pope ; and thus, by avowing 
our real ſentiments on the principle itſelf, prevent every 
poſſibility of being ſuſpected to hold the pernicious conſe- 
quences which muſt neceſſarily follow, when the princi- 
ple is extended to that undue and dangerous latitude, to 
which it has ſometimes been carried? „ Wonderful it is,” 
we ſay with Cardinal Turrecremata, “ that, when the 
& Popes ſpeak themſelves of their own power with mode- 
« ration, ſome little doctors, ¶ dactorculi) exceeding all 
c bounds of reaſon in their adulation, ſeem to equal them 
to God.” „ Thus,” ſays Cardinal Cuſa, „ while they 
s exalt the Holy See too high, they in fact depreſs and 
« confound it.” Of theſe Pius the Vth uſed to complain, 
and ſaid, they had done too much miſchief to the Holy 
See. We finiſh with the words of Melchior Cano ;—Thoſe 
who raſhly, and at all rates defend the Pope's right of 
judgment on every ſubject, do not ſerve his cauſe. No 
lying, no adulation does Peter require from us ;—Petrus 
non eget mendacio noſtro, noſtra adulatione non eget.* 
i My Lords, we mean not to diſcuſs with you every 
article of the Proteſtation. The Authors we have re- 
ferred to are ſufficient warrants. Nor is it a duty incum- 
i i bent upon us, to enter into a juſtification of each ſeparate 
. poſition. —The inſtrument came to us ſigned by the greateſt 


eccleſiaſtical authority among the Catholics of this kingdom. 
il Were the body of our clergy, our biſhops and our prieſts, 
Il! ignorant of the grounds of their religion? Have they all 
concurred to ſign away their faith? 


* Vide Caron's Dedication to Alexander vn. 
| There 


6 
There is but one obſervation more, that we will urge. 
The word HERETICAL, has been mentioned as inad- 
miſſible. Tou recolle& the various deeiſions of Sorbonne 
and the other univerſities of France, againſt Sanctarellus 
and Malagola, The doctrine is declared novel, falſe, 
ſeandalous, contrary to the word of God, &c. Is it not 
then HERETICAL? Conſiſtently with their former de- 
erees, and with the doctrine of the Gallican Church, the 
Sorbonne hath twice, as we have already mentioned, aſ- 
ſured the Catholics of theſe dominions, that they might 
abjure it, as HERETICAL. But why recur to foreign 
authorities? They have their Boſſuet and their Choiſeul: 
we have our Challoner and our Gother. Both theſe re- 
ſpectable perſons thought the propoſition in queſtion HE- 
_RETICAL, otherwiſe they would not have placed the 
following curſe, at the end of one of the moſt popular 
books of controverſy among the Engliſh Catholics, « Curſed 
ec js he who believes there is authority in the Church, Pope, 
Councils, or Prieſts, which can give leave to commit ſin, 
e depoſe, or murder ſovereigns, Amen.“ “ 

Theſe, my Lords, are our principles. A detail of our 
proceedings we have inſerted in our letter to the Vicar 
Apoſtolic of the London Diſtriẽt, of the 2d inſtant, to 
which we refer. To the above effect we had the honour 
of expreſſing ourſelves to the Vicars Apoſtolic of the Lon- 
don and Northern Diſtricts, at our conference on Tueſday, 
the 8th inſtant. You, my Lords, biſhops of Acanthos and 
Centuria, will recollect, that from the time of the opening 
of the buſineſs, you inſiſted on there being no neceſſity of 
giving the reaſons of your cenſures.— But, upon being 
greatly preſſed, you mentioned ſome of the paſſages you 
eee to; jag a Ailenſign enſued on the n of 


vide Papiſt Milceprdeaidd; and 4 Rep again, Nie- 
Edition. 
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( 6 
the word, <« Perſons,” which involved in it, the material 
queſtion, whether the words of the Oath were to be taken 
in their /cholaftic or ordinary ſenſe? You will recollect 
our offer to ſubmit to the opinion of two civil lawyers, two 
common lawyers,” and two Catholic lawyers, whether by 
the whole of the clauſes reſpecting the right of interfer- 
ence, any thing could be meant to affect the rights of con- 
ſcience, or the ſpiritual effects of ſpiritual cenſures? That 
you, my Lord, biſhop of Centuria, defired it to be inſert- 
ed in the minutes, that you gave no anſwer to this propo- 


ſition; and you, my Lord, biſhop of Acanthos, ſaid you 


had no objection, but would not ſtand to their deciſions, 


and wiſhed the above conſtruction inſerted in the Oath +. 


Your Lordſhips will recolle&, with what candor and har- 
mony, with what a tendency to an amicable explanation, 
_- 8 the 


+ Though the Vicars Apoſtolic did not accede to this propo- 


ſition, it was afterwards thought adviſeable to ſtate a Caſe upon 


the point in queſtion for the opinion of Mr. Hill, his Majeſty's 
Premier Serjeant at Law, the firſt lawyer at the bar in point of 
office and precedence ;—and confeſſedly inferior to none in legal 
learning, and particularly eminent for his profound knowledge of 
the Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution of this Country. The 
Caſe and the Opinion are copied below.---It has been | objected, 
that the point is of a ſpiritual nature, and none, therefore, but a 


Catholic Prieſt is capable of judging of it, and that the opinion 


of the loweſt Prieſt in the Church is to be preferred to that of the 
moſt learned among the Laity, in ſpiritual concerns. 
But this, ſurely, is not a fair ſtatement of the matter. 1 the 


Caſe laid before the Serjeant, the queſtion i is not made on any 


point of doctrine. The divine commiſſion and fpiritual authority 
of the Church, and the fpiritual headſhip of the Pope, are there 
expreſsly admitted to be tenets of the Catholic faith. The point 
ſtated for his Seien does not relate to their exiſtence, or 
e. 


( 27. } 


the diſcuffion was going on, between Mr. 3 (of 
whoſe candor, explicitneſs, and moderation, we mall ever 
retain a moſt grateful remembrance,) on your fide, and 

0 1 1 Sir 
extent. The queſtion | ſubmitted to him is, Whether the words of : 
the Oath are intended to amount to a denial of this ſpiritual autho- 
rity, and ſupremacy,—or to be conſined to a denial of the Church 1 
haying a right to interfere in temporal concerns, or to uſe tem- 
pra means to enforce. her ſpiritual cenſures? When, the import 
of a legiſlative Act is fixed, a Prieſt may judge of its caſuiſtry; 
but while a doubt ariſes on its import and meaning, the le- 
giſlature muſt be the only judge of its own meaning and inten- 
tion; and till the legiſlature ſpeaks, thoſe, are the beſt judges of 
ö them, who, by their ſtudies, habits of life, and official ſituations, 
are moſt converſant with, and muſt be therefore role te to un- | 
derſtand beſt, the language of the legiſlature. g 
The aſſertion, that the opinion of the lowelt Prieſt, in the 
Church i is to be preferred to that of the moſt learned among the 
Laity, in ſpiritual concerns, is, at leaſt, queſtionahle.—Even in 
the diſcuſſion of ſubjects merely ſpiritual, Religion has received, 
without a bluſh; the ſervices df Laymen. "Surely there have been 
Priefts, bhoſe' opinions, or whoſe writings, are hot "ts be pre- 
erred to thoſe of Minutius Felix, Lactantius, ts” two Barclays, 
or even our own illuſtrious Woodhead. * 2 3 n ak 
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A Hope has este * of ſome Catholics, SY 
ther ſome parts of the Oath, particularly" the clauſe in red ink, 
do not, amount to a denial of the Spiritual Rights, with which, 

- according to their religious tenets, the Church and her Miniſters, 

and particularly the Pope, is inyeſted. As thoſe of preaching 
the Faith —adminiſtring the Sacraments . Ordaining the Miniſters 
* *. Chorch=—poaiſhing 25 ſpiritual Cenfures, &c. If it 


i amount 


1 
Sir Henry En glefield on ours. When you, my Lord, 
biſhop of Acanthos, roſe from your ſeat, and ſaid, that 


all this diſcuſſion” was of no conſequence z the queſtion 
8 th was, 


amoiint to à denial of the Pope, the Church, and her Miniſters, 
being inveſted with the Rights of this nature, it is an Oath which 
a Catholic cannot take conſiſtently with his religious Principles. 
On the other hand, it is contended, that it is not meant to de- 
ny by the Oith any Spiritual Right of the Church, but metely the 
Right of the Church to interfere in tempbral concerns, or to uſe 
temporal means to enforce her ſpiritual Ba CGE 

Two propoſitions are admitted on all . 

The one, that the Church is inveſted with 4 complete authority 
in e concerns 3 ; 1 a 115 to enforce that 1 5 by 


+ x47 


7 * 


a Head of the Church. pt eth to og 
The other, that neither the enen i nor we . Pie bare, Ether 
Aren or  indireaty, "ry Vempotl power in this is 7 
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* 8 8 - Mn ng, , Whether the Oath in queſtie on, 
and particularly that part o of i it, which i is written in red ink, isa 
denial of the Spiritual Authority . the Church, « or the e 
Supremacy of the * 3 


bo iii £9200 1912 29 © 
| Answer. No Form of Civil 8 nor any 

Syſtem of Laws was inſtituted by Chriſt or his Apoſtles, 

nor any Commiſſion granted to their Succeſſors to en- 
bdoree the Chriſtian Doctrine by Tenporn! Power, The 
Authority of the Pope and the Church'is defived from 
chem. The words of the Oath do not import à detial 

bf their having this Authority: they only deny their 
having Temporal Power, or 'a Right to enforce their 

- Spiritual Authority by Tempora Power. This is all 

the Party who takes. the Oath, will, or ean be under- 

1 ſtood 


C03 - 


was, whether we would ſubmit or not? This unexpected 
requiſition, and particularly the mode and the time, in 
which it was made, ſtruck us with aſtoniſhment, and we 
requeſted to have your requiſition in writing. It was ac- 
cordingly committed to writing, and 'we vithdrew into 
another room to give bur anſwer. | 

Your queſtion was, 

„ Whether the Committee Winds t to bk not 
« to proceed further in the buſineſs of the Bill, Vichout 
ce the approbation of the Biſhops 2? © © 

To the above queſtion ouf reply was, 

«© We have the greateſt reſpect for, epiſcopal authority; 
ce and are always diſpoſed to obey its deciſions, when 
ce applied to proper objects, and confined within proper 
cc limitation. But we ſay with St. Leo, Manet Petri pri- 
« vilegium ubicumque ex ipſius æquitate fertur judicium. 
«© The requſition of ſubmiſſion, made by the two Apoſtolic 
« Vicars, appears in the preſent inſtance not grounded in 
* equity. No proof of the propeſed Oath's containing 
IN: me e EI I ene has been pro- 

| angle 41 v 3 
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Mis ſtood to 8 or to rh wheh ke ens. in ARS" | 
e the Oath, that they have no Furiſdittion or Authority, 
We that can either direttly or indirettly alſct or interſtit with 
mu Tndehentlente, Sovereignty, Laws, Confiitution, of G5 
vernment thereof, or with the Rights, Liberties, Perſons or 


Properties of the. People of the ſaid; Realm, or any of 
them ;* —therefore, I think the Oath, i is not. a denial of 


the Spiritual. Authority of the Church, of the Supre- 
8 6 of. the Poye. , 


Lincola lan, Februaty "a, 1791. G. HILL. 


N * The words in Italics are thoſe which were written in red ink. 


1 


« duced; and we cannot acquieſce in the requiſition, 
« without continuing, encreafing, and confirming the 
« prejudices againſt the faith and moral character of the 
« Catholics, and the ſcandal and oppreſſion under which 
ce they labour in this kingdom. We therefore refuſe to 
* ſubmit to the above requiſition, and we give your 
« Lordſhips notice, that we ſhall appeal from it to all 
« the Catholic Churches in the univerſe, and eſpecially 
« to the firſt of Catholic Churches, the Apoſtolical Sec, 
« rightly informed.” TEE 


Signed by 
Cn. BxxIxc rox. SToURTON, 
Jos. WILEKsSG. PE TRE, 


H. C. ENGLEFIEL p, 
Joh THROCKMORTON, 
Joun TowNELEZ T, 
TRoMas . | 


cities this declaration, we fil 3 your 
Lordſhips to ſay, whether, you will ſuggeſt any addition 
or qualifying explanation, which can be admitted con- 
_ fiſtently with the inſtrument of Proteſtation, ſigned by 
| the Apoſtolic Vicars, more than two hundred of the 
clergy, and almoſt every reſpectable Catholic i in England, 
and we will exert our beſt endeavours in negociating the 
n of ſuch an addition or ee 9 


Signed by 
Cn. an bees. | 
ox WirEs. PETRE, | 


H. C. ExncLerizly, 
Joh THROCKMORTON, 
| Joun TowNELEY, 

9 Taouas HoxxrTROIL B. 


This 


3 
This our anſwer and requeſt we delivered to your 
Lordſhips. After ſome further diſcuſſion, you, my Lord, 
biſhop of Centuria, ſaid you intended it ſhould have been 
an amicable conference, and moved that the queſtion 
and anſwer might be thrown into the fire. You, my 
Lord biſhops of Acanthos and Centuria, were aſked, 
if you would retract the Tequilities , and both refuk ed to 
retract it. EO 

Therefore, my Lord Biſhop of Rama, Vicar Apoſtolic 
of the Weſtern Diſtrict;—my Lord biſhop of Acanthos, 
Vicars Apoſtolic of the Northern Diſtrict; my Lord 
biſhop of Centuria, Vicar Apoſtolic of the Southern 
Diſria ; — Cy, 


' YOUR LORDSHIPS HAVING BROUGHT | 
MATTERS TO THIS POINT; 


Convinced, that we have not been miſled by our clergy; 
convinced, that we have not departed from the prin- 
ciples of our anceſtors ;—convinced, that we have not 
violated any article of Catholic faith or communion;— 
WE, the Catholic Committee, whoſe names are here 
under written, for ourſelves, and for thoſe in whoſe 
truſts we have acted, do hereby, before God, ſolemnly 
proteſt, and call upon God to witneſs our proteſt, 
againſt your Lordſhips Encyclical Letters of the 19th 
day of October 1789 and the 21ſt day of January laſt, 
and every clauſe, article, determination, matter, and 
thing therein reſpectively contained; as imprudent, ar- 
bitrary and unjuſt; as a total miſrepreſentation of the 
nature of the Bills to which they reſpectively refer, and 
the Oaths therein reſpectively contained; and our conduct 
relating thereto reſpeCtively;—as ts: on our na- 
tural, 


. 3 


tural, civil and religious rights, inculeating principles 
hoſtile to ſociety and government, and the conſtitution 
and laws of the Britiſh empire: as derogatory from the 
allegiance we owe to the ſtate, and the ſettlement of 
the crown : and as tending to continue, encreaſe and 
confirm the prejudices againſt the faith and moral cha- 
racter of the Catholics, and the ſcandal and oppreſſion 
under which they labour in this kingdom.—In the ſame 
manner we do hereby ſolemnly proteſt, and call upon God 
to witneſs, this our ſolemn proteſt, againſt all proceedings 
had, or hereafter to be had, in conſequence of, or ground- 
ed upon, your Lordſhips' ſaid Encyclical letters, or either 
of them, or any repreſentation of the Bills or Oaths there- 
in reſpectively referred to, given or to be given by your 
Lordſhips or any of you. 

And, from your Lordſhips' ſaid Encyclical Latices: and 
all proceedings, had or hereafter to be had, in conſequence 
of, or grounded upon, the fame, or either of them, or 
in conſequence of, or grounded upon, any repreſentations 
of the ſaid Bills, or Oaths, or either of them, given or 
to be given by your Lordſhips, or any of you; we do here- 
by appeal, and call on God to witneſs our appeal, for the 

purity and integrity of our religious principles, to all the 
Catholic Churches in the univerſe, and eſpecially to the 
firſt of Catholic Churches, the nn, See, rightly in- | 
formed. 


' CHA. BERINGTON. 8TOURTON. 
108. WILKS.  PETRE. 
mu . HENRY CHA. ENGLEFIELD. | 
JOHN LAWSON. pt; 
| [6 © _  JOUN/THROCKMOR TON. - 
e 14/6  NTLEIAN FERMOR.; 
JOHN TOWNELEY. | 
** F "THOMAS HORN TOL D. 
„ . De 
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5 and Declaration. 
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i 1. 4. B. 4s 4 N — 2 e, That I will be 


cc faithful and bear true W to | «Majeſty 
66 4 1 do 


10 3 ad natal ne gs profeſs, eeſtty, and 
cc declare in my Conſcience, N God and the World, 


« that our Sovereiig 3 
« ful and rightful N 5000 f of this Realm and 
cc of all other Mlajeſty's Dominions there- 


Cc unto belonging: And I do ſolemnly and ſincerely: de- 
cc clare, that I do believe, in my Conſcience, that not any 
c Deſcendants of the Perſon who pretended to be Prince 
cc of Wales during the Life of the late King James the Se- 
« cond, and, after his Deceaſe, pretended to be, and took 
cc upon himſelf the Stile and Title of King of England by 
te the Name of James the Third, or of Scotland by the Name 
c of. James the Eighth, or the Stile and Title of King of 
« Great Britain, hath any Right or Title whatſoever to the 
« Crown of this Realm, or any Dominions thereunto be- 
« longing: And I do renounce, refuſe, and abjure any 
« Allegiance or Obedience to any of them: And 1 8 
6c 12 88 that I will bear Faith 2 true 1 

E e e iter . 
A. ig will | defend to * utmoſt 
« of: my Boney chain all traitorous Conſpiracies and At- 
60 n whatſoever, which ſhall be made againſt | 


c { 32752417 Perſomy: Crown, or Dignity ;' And I will 
RR. 3 | « do 


340 

« do my utmoſt Endeavour to diſcloſe and make known to 
& Majeſty 
« and | Succeſſors, all Treafons, and 
« traitorous Conſpiracies, which I ſhall know to be againſt 
=; 2 And I do faithfully and fully promiſe, - to the 
« utmoſt of my Power, to ſupport, maintain, and defend 
« the Succeſſion of the Crown againſt the Deſcendants of 
& the ſaid Fames, and againſt all other Perſons whatſoever; 
<'which Succeffion, by an Act intituled, An 4& for the 
« further Limitation of the Crown, and berter jecuring the 
« Rights and Liberties of the Subject, is, and ſtands, limited 
6c to the Princeſs Sophia, Electreſs and Ducheſs Dowager of 
c Hoamver, and the Heirs of her Body, being Proteſtants: 
« And TI do ſwear, that I do, from my Heart, abhor, deteſt, 
*-and-abjure, as IMPIOUS and HERETICAL; that dam- 
£« nableDoctrine and Poſition, that Princes excommunicated 
_ « bythe Pope, or by Authority of the See of Ram, may be 

i depoſed or murdered, by their Subjects, or any other Per- 
% foris whomſoever : And I do proteſt and declare, and do 
ct ſolemnly {wear it to he my moſt firm and ſimcere Opinion, 
& Belief and Perſuaſion, That neither the Pope, nor any 
Hrelate or Prieſt, nor any Aſſembly of Prelates or Prieſts, 
nor any Ecclefiaſtical Power whatſoever, can abſolve the 

« Subjects of this Realm, or any of them, from their Alle- 
& gianee to his ſaid Majeſty: And that no Foreign Church, 
. Prelate er Erieſt, or Aſſembliy of Prelates or Prieſts, or 
& EccleGaitical Power whatioever, bath, or aught to have, 
any Juriidiction or Authority whatſoever within this 
Realm, that can, directly or indirectly, affect or inter- 
ere with, the Independence, Sovereignty, Laws, Con- 
c ſtitution, or Government thereof, or the Rights, Li- 
i þerties, Perſons, or Properties of the People of the ſaid 
« Realm, or any of them: And that no Perſon can be 
Habſolved from any sin, * Sin whatever be for- 


— * 


. 
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ec given, at the pleaſure of y Ne n thei or 
cc of any Perſon whomſdever; but that Sorrow for paſt 
cc Offences, Reſolution to avoid future Guilt, and Atone- 
cc ment to God and the injured Neighbour, are indiſpenſa- 
cc bly requiſite to obtain Forgiveneſs of Sin: And that no 
cc Breach of Faith with, or Injury to, or Hoſtility againſt, 
« any Perſon whomſoever, can ever be juſtified, by Rea- 
cc ſon, or under Pretence, that ſuch Perſon is an Heretic 
& or an /nfide] : And that neither the Pope, nor any Pre- 
« late, nor any Prieſt, nor any Aſſembly of Prelates or 
« Prieſts, nor any Eccleſiaſtical Power whatever, can, at 
« any time, diſpenſe with, or abſolve Me from, the Obli- 
ce gations of this Oath, or of any aher Oath, or of any Com- 
cc pa whatſoever; And I do alſo, in my Conſcience, de- 
&« clare, and ſolemnly ſwear, That I acknowledge no N. 
« FALLIBILITY in the POPE : And all theſe Things I do 
« plainly and fincerely declare, acknowledge, and ſwear, 
« according to theſe expreſs Words by Me ſpoken, and'ac- 
& cording to the plain and ordinary Senſe of the ſame 
« Words, without any Equivocation, mental Evaſion, or. 
4 ſecret Reſervation whatſoever : And I do make the 
cc aforeſaid Proteſtation, Declaration, Recognition, Ac- 
ce knowledgment, Abjuration, Renunciation, Promiſe, and 
“ Oath, heartily, willingly, and truly, upon the true * 
ce 4 a Chriſtian. So help me Gooey | 


F 2 No. III. 


ENCYCLICAL LETTER. 


CHARLES, Biſhop of Rama, Vicar Apoſtolic of the We rm 


Diftrid; WILLIAM, Biſhop of Acanthos, Vicar Apoſtolic 
of the Northern Diſtrict, and Joan, Biſhop of eva 
Vicar A of = Southern Diftri?, 2 . 


10 I THE FAITHFUL, CLERGY AND LAITY OF THOSE | 
; RESPECTIVE DISTRICTS, 


WI think it neceſſary to lay before you the following 
Articles and Determinations. Fad 

1f, We are informed that the Catholic Committec 
have given in, or intends to give in, a Bill, containing 
an Oath, to be preſented: to Parliament, in order to be 
ſanctioned by the Legiſlature, and the Oath to be ten- 
dered to the Catholics of this kingdom. | 

2dly, The four Apoſtolic Vicars, by an * Encyclical * * 
Letter, dated October 21, 1789, condemned an Oath, 


propoſed at that time to be preſented to Parliament, and 
which Oath they alſo declared unlawful to be taken. 


Their condemnation of that oath was confirmed by the 
Apoſtolic See, and ſanctioned alſo by the Biſhops of Ire- 
land and Scotland.” | 

3dly, Some alteration has been made by the Catholic 
Committee in that condemned oath; but, as far as we 
have learned, of no moment; conſequently the altered 
oath remains liable to the cenſure fixed on the former 
oath. | 


* Which 1s hereunto annexed Edit. 


- 


41, 


— 


1 

* athh, The four Apoſtolical — in the above men- 
tioned Encyclical Letter, declared, that, None of the 
Faithful, Clergy or Laity, ought to take any new Oath, er 
an any new Declaration, in Doctrinal matters, or ſubſcribe 
any new Liſtrument avhberein the Intereſts of Reb gion are 
concerned without the previous . approbation of their reſpective 
B. i hop, and they required ſubmiſſion to thoſe Determinations.” 
The altered oath has not been approved of by US, and 
"THEREFORE cannot be lawfully or , conſcientiouſly: 
taken by any of the Faithful of our Diſtricts. : 

5thly, We further declare, that the Aſſembly of the 
Catholic Committee has no right or authority to deter- 
mine on the lawfulneſs of Oaths, Declarations, or other 
Inſtruments whatſoever containing Doctrinal matters; 
but that this authority reſides in the Biſhops, they being, 
by Divine Inſtitution, the Spiritual Governors in the 
Church of Chriſt, and the Guardians of Religion. 

In conſequence likewiſe of the preceding obſervations, 
we condemn, in the fulleſt manner, the attempt of of- 
fering to Parliament an Oath, including Doctrinal mat- 
ters, to be there ſanctioned, which has not been ap- 
proyed by us: and, if ſuch attempt be made, we 
| earneſtly exhort the Catholics of our reſpective Diſtricts 
to. oppoſe it, and hinder its being carried into execution; 
and for that purpoſe to preſent a Proteſtation or Counter- , | 
Petition, or to adopt whatever other legal and Progent 
meaſure may be Judged beſt. _ | 

Finally, we alſo declare that, conformably to "the 
Letter written to the Catholic Committee by the four 
Apoſtolical Vicars, October 21, 1789, we totally diſap- 
prove of the Appellation of Protefting Catholic Diffenters 
given us in the Bill, and of three Proviſoes therein con- 
tained, and expreſſed in the ſaid letter of the four 

Apoſtolical Vicars. 


We | 
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We ſhall here conclude, with expreſſing to you our 
hopes, that you have rejected with deteſtation ſome 
late publications, and that you will beware of others 
which may appear hereafter. Of thoſe, that have been 
publiſhed, ſome are ſchiſmatical, ſcandalous, inflamma- 
tory, and inſulting to the Supreme Head of the Church, 
the Vicar of Fin Chriſt. 8 


＋ Charles Rensen, V. * 
London, Fan. 19, 1791. + William Acanthen, f V. A. 
+ John Centurien, t V. A. 
Charles Walmeſley, V. A. of the Weſtern Diſtrict. 
+ William Gibſon, V. A. of the Northern Diſtrict. 3 
t John Douglas, V. A. of the Southern (or London) Diſtrict. 
- Edit. 


CF In Reply to the foregoing ENCYCLICAL LETTER, 
aua publiſhed not only the general ANSWER of the Com- 
mittee, which is reprinted above No. L——But their An- 
faver war alſo accompanied with a Vindication of the Committee 
from whatever Charges were brought againſt them, for their 
Proceedings, and whatever reſpected their own Conduct in the 
management of the Buſineſs, in a Letter ( dated Feb. 2. 1791, ) 
addreſſed, 

« To the Right Reverend Father in God, FOHN, 
« LORD BISHOP OF CENTURTIA, Vicar Apoſtolic of 
t the Southern Diftri of England. 


This Letter is referred to above, in page 25, 1 
more private and perſonal nature, is not here reprinted. Edit. 
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No. IV. 
ENCYCLICAL LETTER, 
: ADDRESSED 


To all the Faithfal, bath Clergy und Larp. an the * D. 
frrifts of England, by the four Ficars Apoftolic, [CHARLES 

| | RaMATHEN, James BIR THAN, THOMAS Acox, 
and Mar THE W] COMANEN. 


Dearly beloved Brethren and Children in Chriſt, 


| \ y E think it neceflary to notify to you, that, having 
held a Meeting on the 19th of October 1789, after ma- 
ture deliberation and previous diſcuſſions, we unanimouſly 
condemned the new form of an Oath, intended for the 
Catholics, publiſhed in Woodfall's Regiſter, June 26, 
1789, and declared it unlawful to be taken.—We alſo de- 
clared, that none of the Faithful, Clergy or Laity, under 
Gyr care, ought to take any new Oath, or ſign any new 
Declaration, in Doctrinal matters, or ſubſcribe any new 
Inſtrument wherein the Intereſts of Religion are concern- 
ed, without the previous Approbation of their reſpective 

Biſhop. 2 5 
Theſe Determinations we e judged neceſſary, to the pro- 
moting of your ſpiritual Welfare, to fix an anchor for you 
| to 


0% 


| | 4 | 

| to hold to, and to reſtore peace to your minds.—To theſe 
| | Determinations therefore we require your ſubmiſſion. 

| Charles Ramaten, * V. A. 


Hammerſmith, Oftober + James Birthan, + V. A. 
| A 2H HS." 7: + Thomas Aconen, V. A. 
| | ＋ Matthew Comanen, V. A. 


| 
+ 2 Rd 


| * Charles Walmeſley, v icar Apoſtolic of the Weſtern 
Da.iſcltrict. | 

| | | 7M James Talbot, V. A. of the London Diſtrict. (Since 8 
| 1 Thomas Talbot, V. A. of the Middle Diſtrict. 

| I. Matthew Gibſon, V. A. of the Northern Diſtrie. (Since 
MM dead.) Edit. 
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TO THE 
© HONOURABLE 
THOMAS TALBOT. 


My LoR D, a 


Wr, dhe underſigned Catholic Clergy, reſiding in the 
Couaty of Stafford, at a moment, when the minds of many 
ſeem agitated, deem it our duty thus to addreſs your Lord- 
ſhip, that the motives, which already have influenced our 
judgments, and which, hereafter, may direct our condu#, be 
made known to you. But our conduct, at all times, ſhall 
be regulated by your prudent controul. T 
| When the Oath, the preſent ſubje& of controverſy, firſt | 

appeared, ſome difficulties, we own, aroſe in our minds. 

But the liberty, we have enjoyed, under your gentle and 
judicious direction, permitted us to diſcuſs thoſe difficul- 
ties, with cool and temperate minds, uninfluenced by 
any views, but ſuch as the love of Truth and Order preſent- 

edto u 

We had taken the Oath of 1778, meds a few months 8 | 
in concurrence with your Lordſhip, we had figned our 
names to the Prote eftation, Molemn inſtrument, which lies 
before both Houſes of Parliament. It ſeemed to us, that 
the new 282 did not e differ from them. | 
Hot B % oo Delbenvay 


* 5 — 


11 

Deliberately we compared them together; and the re- 
ſult was, a conviction on our minds, that we who could 
take the Oath of 1778, and ſign the Proteftation, might ad- 
mit the few explanatory words introduced into the new 
Oath; for the Principle and obvious Tendency of the three 
inſtruments, in our judgments, were the fame. We wiſh, 
however, for the peace of others, that the Proteflation 
had not, in the lighteſt degree, been departed 
from. 

At this time, an Addreſs to the Catholics of England, from 
the Gentlemen of our Committee, was preſented to us. 
We read it: and if any doubts had remained 'on our 
minds, they were now completely removed. It told us, in 
what ſenſe the Cath was underſtood by the framers of it, 
and in what ſenſe it would be propoſed to us, by the le- 
gillature of the Country: That a 14% of ms pared ö 
Principles was alone demanded from us. 

The names of Gentlemen were ſigned to this Addreſs of 
great and high character, whoſe views to promote our 
200d, we knew, had been moſt upright, and to whoſe ex- 
ertions we felt ourſelves much indebted. On the fincerity 
of their declarations we could rely.—But among them, my 
Lord, were the names of two Gentlemen, whoſe opinions 
to us muſt ever carry great weight. One, for his moderate 
and manly character, your Lordſhip had choſen to be our 
future Superior; and the other, by his manifold endow- 
ments, commanded univerſal reſpect. Could we now, 
for a moment, ſuſpect, that any thing adverſe to the real 
intereſts of Religion was deſigned by ſuch men? 

In the Oath then we ſee ndſhing demanded from us but 


a renunciation of tenets, which have been falſely imputed to 
our Church, and which its members have uniformly re- 
jetted : This, ſurely, x ſtate has a . to demand 


by : from 
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from its citizens ; and it may do it in any form of words, 
provided their legal acceptation be duly aſcertained. This, 
we are aſſured, is done, on the preſent occaſion. 

When the Oath declares, that the Church, or Bio of 
Rowe, neither has nor ought to have, any Spiritual Awhority, 
that can affect, or interfere with the Zeelgfaſtical Gravernment 
of this realm, as by lau eſtabliſhed, (which we conceive to be 
the only verbal deviation from the words of the Proteſtation,) 
we are told, that it is only meant to repeat more explicitly 
the propoſition, which precedes it, and which all reject; 
and that, by the Eecliſiaſtica]l Government, as by law eſtabliſhed, 
is underſtood a Brauch of the Temporal Government of the 
country. But with this temporal government, no Spiritual 
Authority can have a right to interfere. They are things 
of different orders, the reſpective ſpheres of which ſhould 
never be confounded. The catholic tenet, which admits 
the /piritual power of the Pope, and which reſtrains it, as 
ſuch, to things of a ſpiritual nature, is not meant to be 
affected. That power does not reach to civil concerns; ner 
can the Church enforce her laws by temporal coercion. 

With regard to the new appellatioa of Proteſting Catholic 

Diſenters, which has offended ſome: we know, that the 
ſtatutes always adopt a diſcriminating language: and we 
are diſpoſed to ſurrender, for a more juſt and appropriate 
name, the odious appellation of Papiſt. 9285 

As to the Proviſces of the bill, we think, we cannot dic- 
tate to the Legiſlature, how far their indulgence ſhall ex- 
tend, and that ſtill we muſt ſubmit to reſtrictions. 

Such, my Lord, is the candid ſtatement of what has 
paſſed in our minds, and of our preſent conviction, which, 
motives, free from every party view, (and which Reaſon, we 

truſt, and Conſcience muſt applaud) have contributed to 

produce. Under this conviction, we judge the Oath not 


only to be lawful, but that we ourſelves ſhould merit repre- 
G 2 henſion, 


( 44 ) 
henſion, if, when called on by Government to give a 
teſt of our civil and ſocial Principles, we ſhould refuſe to 
take it. 
And now, My Lon p, we will expreſs a hope that our 
example may conciliate the minds of others, and tend to 
give us back the bleſſings of concord. 


With the greateſt ref] pect, 
| We have the honor to be 
Jan. 25, . Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient 
and dutiful Servants, 


ANTHONY CLOUGH. JOHN CARTER. 
THOMAS FLYNN. JOHN CORNE. 
GEORGE BEESTON. THO. SOUTHWORTH. 
GEORGE MAIRE EDWARD EYRE. 
WILLIAM HARTLEY. JOHN WRIGHT. 
JOSEPH BERINGTON. JOHN ROE. 

THOMAS STONE. JOHN KIRK. 

JOHN PERRY. | 
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„ my — 


No. VI. 


We whoſe Names are hereunto ſubſcribed, Carnot ics or Enciand, 
do freely, voluntarily, and of our own Accord, male the follow- 
| ing ſolemn DeclaxArio and ProTEST ATION. | 


} } HEREAS Sentiments unfavourable to us as Citi- 
zens and Subjects, have been entertained by Engliſh Pro- 
teſtants, on account of Principles which are aſſerted to 
be maintained by us, and other Catholics, and which Prin- 
ciples are dangerous to Society, and totally repugnant to 
Political and Civil Liberty ; it is a Duty that we, the Eng- 
liſh Catholics, owe to our Country as well as to ourſelves, 
to Proteſt in a formal and ſolemn manner againſt Doctrines 
that we condemn, and that conſtitute no part whatever or : 
our Principles, Religion, or Belief. 

We are the more anxious to free ourſelves from ſuch i im- 
putations, becauſe divers Proteſtants, who profeſs them 
ſelves to be real friends to liberty of conſcience, have never- 
theleſs, avowed themſelves hoſtile to us on Account of cer- 
tain Opinions which we are ſuppoſed to hold. And we 
do not blame thoſe Proteſtants for their hoſtility, if it pro- 
ceeds (as we hope it does) not from'an intolerant ſpirit in 
matters of Religion, but from their deing miſinformed as _ 
to matters of Fact. 8 
Ik it were true, that we, the Englih Catholics, had 

adopted the maxims that are erroneouſly imputed to us, 
we acknowledge that we ſhould merit the reproach of be- 
ing dangerous Enemies to the State; but we deteſt thoſe 
unchriſtian- like and execrable Maxims; And we ſeverally 
claim, 


OTIS —-—̃ . — L . 1 Ps 
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claim, in common with Men of all other Religions, as a 
matter of Natural Juſtice, That we, the Engliſh Catholics, 
ought not to ſuffer for or on account of any wicked or 


erroneous Doctrines that may be held by any other Catho- 
lics, which Doctrines we publicly diſclaim ; any more than 


Britiſh Proteſtants ought to he rendered reſponſible for any 
dangerous Doctrines that may be held by any other Pro- 
teſtants, which Doctrines they, the Britiſh Proteſtants, 
diſavow. - | 
I. We have been accuſed of holding as a Principle of 
our Religion, That Princes excommunicated by the Pope 
and Council, or by Authority of the See of Rome, may be 
depoſed or murdered by their Subjects, or other Perſons. 
But, fo far is the above-mentioned unchriſtian- like and 
abominable Poſition from being a principle that we hold, 
that we reject, abhor, and deteſt it, and every part thereof, as 
execrable and impious; And we do ſolemnly declare, That 
neither the Pope, either with or without a General Coun- 
eil; nor any Prelate, nor any Prieſt, nor any Aſſembly of 
Prelates or Prieſts, nor any Eccleſiaſtical Power whatever, 


can abſolve the Subjects of this Realm, or any of them, 


from their Allegiance to his Majeſty King George the 
Third, who is, by authority of Parliament, the lawful 
King of this Realm, ad of all the Dominions thereunto 


belonging. 
II. We have alſo been accuſed of holding, as a Prin. 


ciple of our Religion, That implicit Obedience is due 


from us to the Orders and Decrees of Popes and General 
Councils; and that, therefore, if the Pope, or any Gene- 
ral Council ſhould, for the Good of the Church, 'com- 
mand us to take up Arms againſt Government, or by any 
means to ſubvert the Laws and Liberties of this Country, 
or to exterminate Perſons of a different Perſuaſion from 

us, 


4 


us, we (it is aſſerted by our Accuſers) hold ourſelves bound 
to obey ſuch Orders or Decrees on Pain of eternal fire. 

Whereas we poſitively deny, That we owe any ſuch obe- 
dience to the Pope and General Council, or to either of 
them: And we believe that no act that is in itſelf immoral 
or diſhoneft can ever be juſtified by, or under colour that 
it is done, either for the good of the Church, or obedience 
to any Eccleſiaſtical Power whatever. We acknowledge 
no infallibility in the Pope; and we neither apprehend nor 
believe, that our diſobedience to any ſuch orders or de- 
crees (ſhould any ſuch be given or made) could ſubject us 
to any puniſhment whatever. And we hold and inſiſt, 
that the Catholic Church has no power that can, directly, 
or indirectly, prejudice the rights of Proteſtants, inaſmuch 
as it is ſtrictly confined to the refuſing to them a participa- 
tion in her Sacraments and other Religious Privileges of 
her Communion ; which no Church (as we conceive) can 
be expected to give to thoſe out of her Pale, and which 
no perſon out, of her Pale, will, we ſuppoſe, ever re- 
quire. | 

And we do ſolemnly declare, That no Church, or any 
Prelate, nor any Prieſt, nor any afſembly of Prelates or 
 Priefls, nor any Eccigſiaſtical Power whatever, hath, 
have, or ought to have any juriſdiction or authority what- 
ſoever within this Realm, that can, directly or indirectly, 
affect, or interfere with the independence, ſovereignty, 
laws, conſtitution, or government thereof, or the rights, 
liberties, perſons or properties, of the people of the ſaid 
Realm, or of any of them, ſave only and except by the 
authority of Parliament ; and that any ſuch IN 
of power would be an ufurpation. 

III. We have likewiſe been accuſed of holding, as a 
Principle of our Religion, That the Pope, by virtue 
of his ſpiritual power, can diſpenſe with the obligations 
| of 


1 


8 any Compact or Oath taken or 8 into by a Ca- 
tholic; That therefore no Oath of Allegiance, or other 
Oath, can bind us; and conſequently, that we can give 
no ſecurity for our Allegiance to any Government. 

There can be no doubt but that this concluſion would 
be juſt, if the original propoſition, upon which it is 
founded were true: But we poſitively deny, that we do 
bold any ſuch Principle; * and we do ſolemnly declare, 
i that neither the Pope, nor any Prelate, nor any Prieſt, 
<« nor any aſſembly of Prelates or Prieſts, nor any Eccleſiaſti- 
ic cal Power whatever, can abſolve us, or any of us from, or 
e diſpenſe with the obligations of any Compact or Oath 

* whatſoever.” 

IV. We have alſo been accuſed of holding, as a Prin- 
ciple of our Religion, That not only the Pope, but even 
a Catholic Prieſt, has power to pardon the fins of Ca- 
tholics, at his will and pleaſure; and therefore, that no 
Catholic can poſſibly give any ſecurity for his Allegiance 
to any Government; inaſmuch as the Pope or a Prieſt 
can pardon perjury, rebellion and high treaſon. 

We acknowledge alſo, the juſtneſs of this concluſion, 
if the propoſition upon which it is founded, were not 
totally falſe ; « but we do ſolemnly declare, That on the 
1 contrary, we believe that no ſin whatever, can be for: 
« given at the will of any Pope, or of any Prieſt, or of 
« any perſon whomſoever; but that a ſincere ſorrow for 
« paſt ſin, a firm reſolution to avoid future guilt, and 
« every poſſible atonement to God, and the injured neigh- 
«« bour, are the previous and indiſpenſable requilites. to 
« eſtabliſn a well-founded expectation of forgiveneſs.” _ 

V. And we have alſo been accuſed of holding, as a 
Principle of our Religion, That, Faith is not to be 
kept with Heretics,” ſo that no Government, which 
is 


( 49 ) „ 
is not Catholic, can have any ſecurity. 1 us, for our | 
Allegiance and peaceable behaviour. | 
This doctrine, That „ Faith is not to be kept with - 
« Feretics,” we reject, reprobate, and abhor, as being - 
contrary to Religion, Morality and common Honeſty. l 
And we do hold and ſolemnly declare, that no breach of | 
faith with any perſon” whomſoever, cal ever be juſtified 
by reaſon of, or under pretence, that ſuch perſon is an 
Heretic or an Infidel, $, | 
And we further ſolemnly declare, That we do- make -1 
this Declaration: and Proteſtation, 220 every part thereof, | 
in the plain and ordinary ſenſe of the words of the 
ſame, without any det ge eee, or mental 
refervation whatſoever. Hrs 
And we appeal to the juſtice - 2a candour of our fel- 
low- citizens, whether We, the ENGLISH Catholics, who | 
thus ſolemnly diſclaim, and from our hearts abhor, the | 
abovementioned abominable and unchriftian-like Princi- | 
pley, ought to be put upon a level with any other men 
who may hold and profeſs thoſe Principles. 


Signed by the Apoſtolic Vitars and their Co- 
7. 00m by almoſt all the Clergy, and by 
10 F 0 moſt of the Laity o of any conſequerice in 
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| n 3 of 
the teſtimony, of any School or Univerſity whatſoever, to 
authorize them to make the above Proteſt and Declarations ; 
yet as ſome perſons ſeemed to doubt whether any forcign 
Catholic univerſity would give a formal approbation to cer- 
tain points contained in their declaration relative to the 
Pope's diſpenſing power, and keeping faith with Heratics, at 
their r the oh or ener WERE: ſent 2 
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2 7. n 87 or e e; of men, or 


any individual of the Church of Rome, any civil authority, 
power, juriſdiction, or pre- eminente whatſoever, within 
the realm of England ? 


2. — w 
any individual of the Church of Rome, abfolve or diſ- 
penſe with his Majeſty's ſubjects from their Oath of Alle- 
A | 


3. eee eee the tenets of the Catholic 


Faith, by which Catholics are juſtified in not keeping 


625 


Sich with Heretics,. or other perſons differing from them 
in religious opinions, in any tranſaction, either of a public 
Or 2 Private nature ? | | 


: 


ABSTRACT FROM. THE ANSWER OF THE SACRED 
FACULTY OF DIVINITY. OF PARIS 10 
FIRE ABOVE. QUERIES. 


After an introduction, according to the uſual forms of the 
univerſity, they anſwer the firſt f query by declaring ;S 
Neither the Pope, nor the Cardinals, nor any body of 

men, nor any other perſon of the Church of Rome hath 

any civil authority, civil power, civil juriſdiction, or civil 
pre-eminence whatſoever. in any kingdom; and, conſe- 
quently, none in the kingdom of England, by reaſon or 
virtue of any authority, power, juriſdiction, or pre-emi- 
nence by divine inſtitution, inherent in, or granted, or by 
any other means belonging to the Pope, or the Church of 

Rome. This doctrine the Sacred Faculty of Divinity of 

Paris has always held, and upon every occaſion maintained, 

and upon every occaſion has rigidly proſcribed the contrary. 

Doctrines from her ſchools. : 

Anſwer to the ſecond query Neither the Pope, nor the 
Cardinals, nor any body of men, non any perſon of the 
Church of Rome, can, by virtue of the Keys, abſolve or 
free the No of the nt 6-5 64, pro TO WO Oey of 
8 | | 


7 


” 
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„ 

This and the firſt query are ſo intimately connected, that 
the anſwer of the firſt f ** 9 
to the ſecond, &c. 

Anſwer to the third query. There is no tenet in the 
Catholic Church, by which Catholics are juſtified in not 
keeping faith with Heretics, or thoſe who differ from them 
in matters of Religion. The tenet, that it is lawful to 
break faith with Heretics, is ſo repugnant to common 
honeſty and the opinions of Catholics, that there is no- 
thing of which thoſe who have the Catholic 
Faith againſt Proteſtants have complained more heavily, 
than the malice and calumny of their adverſaries in im- 
puting ibis tenet to them, &c. &c. &c. | 

_ Given at Paris in the General Aſſembly of the Sorbonne, 
held on Thurſday the 1 1th day before the calends of March 


1589. ED 
is aha was gi radio: 


UNIVERSITY OF DOWAY. 
3 | In. 5, 1789. | 
At 3 mecting of the Faculty of Divinity of the Univerſity 

= — Hes 


To the firſt — the Bacred Faculty 
concerns, was given by the Almighty, either to the Pope, 


the be VN or the — and, conſequently, 
8 that 
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that Kings and Sovereigns are not, in Temporal concerns, 
ſubject, by the ordination. of God, to any eccleſiaſtical 
power whatſoever; neither can their ſubjects, by any 
authority granted to the Pope or the Church, from above, | 
be freed from their Nr ara or abſolved "TOW _ 
Oath of Allegiance. | © 7 n on: : 

This is the Doctrine which the doctors and profellors of 
divinity hold and teach in our ſchools, and this all the 
candidates for degrees in e maintain in their a | 

theſes, ' &c. &c. e. | 
Io the rHIRD queſtion the Sacred Faculty d 
That there is no Principle of the Catholic Faith, by which 
Catholics are juſtified in not Keeping faith with Heretics, 
who differ from them in religious opinion. On the con- 
trary, it is the unanimous doctrine of Catholics, that the 
reſpect due to the name of God ſo called to witneſs, re- 


quires that the Oath be inviolably kept, to whomſoever it 4 


is pledged, whathee: Catholic, Ts.” or Infidel, e. 
| . _ LA - : | 


bd. fs 


Signed and ſealed in SL ; rl ; | 


UNIVERSITY oF LOUVAIN s 


The Faculty's of - Diviniey: at 1 having beste re.. 
queſted to give her opinion upon the queſtions above 
ſtated, does it with readineſs—but ſtruck with aſtoniſhj- 


ment that ſuch queſtions ſhould, at the end of this eigh- 
teenth century, be propoſed to any learned Body, by in- 


habits of a kingdom that, glories. in the talents and 
| diſcernment 


Þ >; 


( 54. ) 


7 of its natives. The Faculty being alembled- 
for the above purpoſe, it is agreed with the unanimous 
aſſent of all voices to anſwer the firſt and ſecond. 2 
abſolutely in the negative. 07298 

The Faculty does not think it . upon { Hg 
in this place to enter upon the proofs of her opinion, | 
or to ſhew how. it is ſupported by paſſages in the Holy 


F Scriptures, or the writings of antiquity. That has al- 


ready been done by Bofluet, De Marca, the two Barclays, 
Goldaſtus, the Pithæuſes, Argentre Widrington, and his 
Majeſty King James the Firſt, in his Diſſertations againſt 
Bellarmin and Du Perron, and by many others: c. 

&c. &. | 

The Faculty then proceeds t to declare that the n | 
poruer of the ſtate is in no wiſe (not even indirectly as 
it is termed) ſubject to, or dependant upon, any other - 
Ponber though it be a Spiritual power, or even ne 
it be inſtituted for eternal ſalvation, &c. &c. 

That no man, nor any aſſembly of men however 
eminent in dignity and power, not even the whole body 
of the Catholic Church, though aſſembled in general 
Council, can upon any ground or pretence whatſoever, 
weaken the bond of union between the Sovereign and 
the People; till leſs can they abſolve or free the ſubjects | 
from their Oath of Allegiance. 
| Proceeding to the third queſtion, the ſaid Faculty of 
Divinity (in perfect wonder that ſuch à queſtion ſhould 
be propoſed to her) moſt poſitively and unequivocally 
anſwers—* That there is not, and that there never has 
« been, among the Catholics, or in the. doctrines. of the 
“ Church of Rome, any law or principle which makes it 
te Iawful for Catholics to break their faith with Heretics, 


* or others of a diſſerent perſuaſion from themſelves in ö 


te matters of enen in public or private concerns. 
| | _« The 


33 1 3 
cc The Faculty declares the doctrine of the Catholics to 
cc be, that the Divine and Natural Law, which makes it a 
cc duty to keep faith and promiſes, is the ſame; and is 
cc neither ſhaken nor diminiſhed, if thoſe with whom the 


« engagement is made, hold erroneous. — in — 
« of e &c. py org nor ance ν,Hç dd torr 


- Sign in tv form onthe 18th of „eee, 1788: 


UNIVERSITY OF . 1 
"I the firſt queſtion it is . none a the 
perſons mentioned in the propoſed queſtion, either in- 
dividually, or collectively in council aſſembled, have any 
right in Civil matters; but that all Civil power, juriſ- 
diction and pre- eminence are derived from Inheritance, 
Election, the Conſent of the People, and other ſuch 
Titles of that nature. 
Jo the ſecond-it-is-anfwered; 
« none of the perſons above-mentioned have a power to 
« abſolve the ſubjects of his ee = 74 from their 
« Oaths of Allegiane gt 
| To the third queſtion it is hich That the Doc- 
«.trine which would exempt. Catholics from the obligation 
« of, keeping faith with Heretics, or with any other perſons 
«<:who diflent from them in matters of Religion, inftead 
«of being an — of. Catholic wink deere - 
* nant to. its tenets. Zuid 12% rang 1590 


* , 4 "5 4 
, o : "© x * * * % 5 ; * «Kz -* 4 * 
4 * 4 oh "IF 1 


Signed in the LS form, | 
— March 17th, 1789. 


i 1 


UNIVERSITY OF SALAMANCA. 
Jo the firſt queſtion it is anſwered—< That neither Pope, 
« nor Cardinals, nor any afſembly or individual of the Ca- 
< tholic Church, have, as ſuch, any Civil authority, power, 
< juriſdiction or pre-eminence in the kingdom of England.” 

To the ſecond it is anſwered—* That neither Pope, nor 
Cardinals, nor any aſſembly or individual of the Catholic 
Church, can, as ſuch, abſolve the ſubjects of Great Bri- 
r 
« obligations.“ 

To the third it is 1 That i I is no article of 
Catholic faith that Catholics are not bound to keep faith 
it with Heretics, or with perſons, of any other deſcription, 
et < who dt from them in matters of religion.” 


Signed in in che uſual Ee : 1 
1 
: ” 5 ** 5 * * * 7 
- 1 78 . * 2 - + a4 4 * FI,” 
" '& ; SI * 
S > 
= * > . 9 2 
* a E * 
1 * N p — wa. * | 9 $ * 4 1 * 5 


4 . . - - 4 1 
8 ; ; " f 0 mn 4 
UNIVERSITY OF VALLADOLID. 
. . 4 1 * 1 


* 
* © * py 9 
* 4 ». . a 4 > . 
a — : 


To the *Geſt"queſtion it is anſwered—< That neither 
Pope, Cardinals, or even a General Council, have any Ci- 
4 vi] authority, Power, juriſdiction or pre- eminence, direct- 


Aly or indirectly, in the kingdom of Great Britain; or 
over any other r which they poſ- 


1 
— 
1 


„ 


. 57 0 
To the SECOND it is anſwered e That neither Pol 


cc nor Cardinals, nor even a General Council, can abſolve 
« the ſubjects of Great Britain from their Oaths of Alle- 


cc giance, or diſpenſe with their obligation.” 

To the THIRD it is anſwered—That the obligation of 
keeping faith is grounded on the law of nature, which binds 
all men equally, without reſpect to their Religious opinions; 
and, with regard to Catholics, it is ſtill more cogent, as it is 
confirmed by the Principles of their Religion. 


Signed in the uſual form, 3 12 
February 17th, 1789. 2 5 
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Relieve, upon Conditions, and under Reftriftions, Perſons 
called PROTESTING CATHOLIC DISSENTERS, 
from certain Penalties and Diſabilities to which Papiſts, or 
Perſons profeſſing the Popiſh Religion, are by Law ſubject. 


V } HEREAS, by divers Laws now in Force concern- 
ing Papiſts, or Perſons profeffing the Popiſh Religion, di- 
vers Penalties and Diſabilities have been impoſed on fuch 
Perſons, on Account of certain Principles attributed to 
them, which are dapgerous to Society, and repugnant to 
Political and Civil Liberty : a 

And whereas divers Perſons, who according to the "7 
now in being, are within the Deſcription of Papiſts, or 
Perſons profeſſing the Popiſh Religion, do not hold, and 
have proteſted againſt, ſuch Principles, although they con- 

tinue 


1 
dne te dident, in certain Points of Faith, from the 


Catholic Diſſenters; and ſuch Perſons are willing ſolemnly 
proteſt againſt, and to denne that they de ne, hald 
Juch Principles: | " 220 02592 
And whereas it is expedient. that ſuch 2 as, ſhall 
ſo ſolemnly proteſt and declare againſt their holding ſuch 
Principles, although they ſhall continue to diſſent i in cer- 
tain Points of Faith from the Church of England, ſhould 
be relieved from the penalties 2nd Dilabicies to which 12 
their Childrep, or Perſons 1 pn Popiſh K 0 * [ 
We. by at en an ee eee, mu 


2 1 


5 ps Sade eee eee 
nen therefore pleaſe you MAJESTY;- pigs 
i it bun ee aiÞl vu _ Herter 
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= Authority of the — That. from and e ek 

"ONT Rs the Oath of Allegiance and 
R and of N and Declaration, herein- 
after expreſſed, may and ſhall be adminiſtered. by any of 
the ſame Courts, and may and ſhall be regiſtered i in the 
| ſame Manner, and {hall give, the ſame Benefits and . Ad- 
vantages, and ſhall be and operate to and for the ſame 
Intents and Purpoſes whatſoever, | as in, and by an Act, 
made and paſſed in the Eighteenth. Year of His preſent 


18 Mo 128 1E 


Majeſty, intituled « An Act for relieving His Majeſty's | 
ec gubjects, profeſſing the Popiſh Religion, from | certain 


Do. Penalties and Diſabilities impoſed on them by an Act 
I 2 8 made 


Church of Zagland, and are therefore called Proteſting | 


199 

” made in the nei and Twelfth Years of the Reign 
« of King "William the Third, intituled “ An Act for 
ec further preventing the Growth of Popery,” 1s enacted, 
expreſſed, ind declared, of and concerning the Oath 
thereby preſcribed; and that, within Days after the 
laſt Day of December, in this preſent Vear, One Thou- 
ſand Seven Hundred and Nein ety-one, and Yearly, from 
Time to Time, within Days after the laſt Day of 
"December in every ſubſe equent Year, a true and perfect 
Lift of the Perſons who ſhall, in the preceding Year, have 
taken the ſaid Oath of Allegiance and Ahjuration, and 
of Proteſtation and Declaration, in any of the ſaid Courts, | 
ſhall be returned in Writing to the Clerk or Clerks of 
His Majeſty's Privy Council, by the Officers of ſuch 
Courts reſpectively, whoſe Duty it ſhall be to keep the 
Regiſter of ſuch Oaths, according to the faid Act of the 
Eighteenth Year of His preſent Majeſty; and that in 
every ſuch Liſt, the Quality, Condition, Title, and Place 
of Abode of each Perſon who ſhall have taken the ſaid 
Oath of Allegiance and Abjuration, and of Proteſtation 
and Declaration, within the preceding Year, ſhall be 
fully and clearly expreſſed ; and ſuch Officers ſhall reſpect- 
ively give to every Perſon who ſhall take ſuch Oath of 
Allegiance and Abjuration, and of Proteſtation and De- 
claration, upon his or her Demand, whether made imme- 
diately after taking ſuch Oath, or at any other Time or 
Times, a full Certificate of his or her having taken the 
fame Oath, and of the Day on which the ſame Oath ſhall 
be taken, for which Certificate there ſhall de paid no 
greater Fee or Reward than 

and every ſuch Certificate ſhall be Genel by the Officer 
giving the ſame, and ſhall be granted, upon the fame 


n to any ner. Perſon or Perſons who ſhall demand 
; the 


66 
the ſame; and every ſuch Certificate, being ſo ſigned, 
ſhall be Evidence of the taking of ſuch Oath, in all 
Courts of Juſtice, and to and for all Intents and Purpoſes 
whatſoever. 


And be it further Eaacted, That the Oath of Ale ne 


and Abjuration, and of Proteſtation and Declaration, ſo 

authorized to be adminiſtered and taken as aforeſaid, 

ſhall be in the Words following; (that is to ſay) 

4 I A. B. do truly and fincerely acknowledge, 

„4 profeſs, teſtify, and declare, in my Conſcience, 
before God and the World, That our Sovereign 


Lord King | is lawful and right- 
ele of this Realm, and all 
cc other Majeſty's Dominions thereunto 


« belonging: And I do ſolemnly and ſincerely 

44 declare, that I do believe in my Conſcience that 
4 not any of the Deſcendants of the Perſon who 

_ « pretended to be Prince of J/ales during the 
« Life of the late King James the Second, and 

« after his Deceaſe pretended to be, and took 
« upon himſelf the Stile and Title of, King of 


« England, by the Name of James the Third, 


c or of | Scotland by the Name of James the 
« Eighth,” or the Stile and Title of King of 
« Great Britain, hath any Right or Title what- 
<« ſoever to the Crown of this Realm, or any 
« Dominions thereunto belonging: And I do 


& renounce, refuſe, and abjure any Allegiance or 


„ Obedience to any of them: And I do ſwear, 
« that I will bear Faith and true Allegiance to 
FT and will 
$* defend, to the utmoſt of my Power, againſt 
all traiterous Conſpiracies and Attempts whatſo- 
ff ever, which ſhall be made againſt 


« Perſon, 


. 
—— —— — eons = 2m. ron mn et ene 


662) 


« Perſon, Crown, or Dignity; and I will do my 
« utmoſt Endeavour to diſcloſe and make known 


c to 4 tic: Majeſty. - 

cc and Sen , all Treaſons * 
cc traĩterous Conſpiracies which I ſhall know to 
« be againſt And I do faith» 


cc fully and billy mene tn the utmoſt of my 
« Power, to ſupport, maintain, and defend the 
c Succeſſion of the Crown againſt the Deſcen- 
« dants of the ſaid James, and againſt all other 
« Perſons whatſoever, which Succeſſion, by an 
& Act, intituled, An Act for the further Limita- 
tion of the Crown, and better ſecuring the 
„Rights and Liberties of the Subject, is and 
cc ſtands limited to the Princeſs Sophia, Electreſs 
« and Dutcheis Dowager of Hanover, and the 
« Heirs of her Body, being Proteſtants: And I 
« do {wear, that I do from my Heart abhor, 
« deteſt, and abjure, as wnchriftian and impious, 
cc that damnable Doctrine and Poſition, that 
C Princes excommunicated or deprived by the 
«© Pope, or by Authority of the See of Rome, 
ec may be depoſed or murdered by their Subjects, 
« or any other Perſons whatſoever: And I do 
ec proteſt and declare, and do ſolemnly {ſwear it 
 « to be my moſt firm and ſincere Opinion, Belief, 
* and Perſuaſion, that neither the Pope, nor any 
« Prelate or Prieſt, nor any Aſſembly of Prelates 
« or Prieſts, nor any Eccleſiaſtical Power what- 
tc ſoever, can abſolve the Subjects of this Realm, 
* or any of them, from their Allegiance to 
6 ſaid Majeſty ; and that no Foreign 
« Church, Prelate, or Prieſt, or Aﬀembly of 
cc Prelates or Prieſts, or Eccleſiaſtical Power what- 
ec ſoever 


6 
c ſoever, hath, or ought to have, any Juril- 
cc diction, or Authority whatſoever, within this 


Realm, that can directly or indirectly affect or 
cc jnterfere with the Independence, Sovereignty, 


& Laws, Conſtitution, or Government thereof, 
cc or the Rights, Liberties, Perſons, or Properties 
cc of the People of the: faid Realm, or any of 
« them: And that no Perſon can be abſolved 
ec from any Sin, nor any Sin whatever be for- 
“ given, without Sorrow for paſt Offences, and 
* Reſolution to avoid future Guilt; and that no 
ce Breach of Faith with, or Injury to, or Hoſtility 
« againſt, any Perſon whomſoever, can ever be 
Cc juſtified by Reaſon or under Pretence that ſuch 
« Perſon is an Heretic, or an Jnfidel; and that 
cc neither the Pope, nor any Prelate, nor any 
« Prieft, nor any Aſſembly of Prelates or Prieſts, 
«© nor any Eccleſiaſtical Power whatever, can at 
& any Time diſpenſe with, or abſolve me from 
<« the Obligations of, this Oath, or of any other 
cc Oath, Contract, P romiſe, Engagement, or Com- 


C pact, whatſoever, made to or with any Perſon or 


c Perſons whomſoever: And I do alſo in my Con- 
cc ſcience declare and folemnly ſwear, that I ac- 
« knowledge no Infallibility in the Pope: And 
cc all theſe Things I do plainly and fincerely de- 
C clare, acknowledge, and ſwear, according to 

« theſe expreſs Words by me ſpoken, and atcord- 


ee ing to the plain and ordinary Senſe of the ſame 


© Words, without any Equivocation, mental 
« Evaſion, or ſeeret Neſervation whatſoever: 


„ And I do make the aſoreſaid Proteſtation, De- 


« jurat ion, Renunciation, Promiſe, and Oath; 
ö « heartily, 


ee — — —— a — 


And be it further EnaQed, That the Blanks in the ſaid 
Oath ſhall be filled up, as the Caſe ſhall require, with the 
Name of His Majeſty King George the Third, or of Him 
or Her who ſhall, by virtue of the ſaid Act for Limitation 
of the Crown, for better ſecuring the Rights and Liber- 
ties of the Subject, be King or Queen of Great Britain for 
the Time being, and with the Word « King” or * Queen,” 
and with the word “ His“ or « Her,“ as the Caſe ſhall 


urther Enacted, That every Perſon who, af- 
ter the making and paſſing of this Act, ſhall take and ſub- 
taken in Law to be a « Protefiing Catholic Difſenter 5” and 
OO þ 7 ener OE. 


cerning Popiſh Recuſants convit; or againſt or concern- 
ing Perſons educated in the Popiſh Religion; or againſt 
or concerning Perſons reconciled to, or holding Commu- 
alas with} che Ser ef Name; or againſt or-concerning Po- 
ph Biſhops, Prieſts, or Deacons, or Perſons entering in- 
to or belonging to any Eccleſiaſtical Order or Community 
of the Church of Rome ; or againſt or concerning Perſons 
bearing or laying Maſs, or being preſent at, or conforming 
to, or performing any Rite, Ceremony, Practice, or Ob- 
ſer vance of the Church of Rome; or againſt or concern- 
e eee or the preaching or teaching in, 
gregation, Aſſembly, Conventicle, or Meeting, 

under 


appointed to be 


1 
under Pretence of any Exerciſe of Religion, in other Man- 
ner than according to the Liturgy or Practice of the Church 
of England; or againſt or concerning Perſons not reſort- 
ing or repairing to his or her Pariſh Church or Chapel, 
or ſome other uſual Place of Common Prayer, to hear Di- 


vine Service and join in public Worſhip, according to the 


Forms and Rites of the Church of England, as by Law 
eſtabliſhed ; or againſt or concerning Perſons keeping or 
having any Servant or other Perſon being a Papiſt or re- 
puted Papiſt, or Perſon profeſſing the Popiſh Religion, 
who ſhall not ſo reſort or repair to his or her Pariſh Church 
or Chapel, or ſome ſuch other uſual Place of Common 
Prayer as aforeſaid ; or againſt or concerning Perſons not 
taking and ſubſcribing. the Oath commonly called The 
| Oath of Supremacy, or the Declaration commonly called 
The Declaration againſt Tranſubſtantiation, or the Decla- 
ration commonly called The Declaration-againſt» Tranſub- 
ſtantiation and Invocation of Saints; nor any Law requir- 
ing the Regiſtry of the Names and real Eſtates, or Inroll- 


ment of the Deeds and Wills of Popiſh Recuſants, or 


Papiſts, or Perſons educated in the Popiſh Religion, or 
Whole Parent or Parents ſhall be a Papiſt or Papiſts, or 

who ſhall uſe or profeſs the Popiſh Religion, ſhall extend, 
or be conſtrued to extend, to any ſuch Proteſting Catholic 
Diſſenter, who ſhall have taken and ſubſcribed ſuch Oath 


of Allegiance and Abjuration, and of Proteſtation and De- 


claration, as aforeſaid : And in all Caſes where Perſons are 
required to take and ſubſcribe the Oaths commonly called 


The Oath of Allegiance, The Oath of Abjuration, and 


The Oath of Supremacy, or the Declaration commonly 
called The Declaration againſt Tranſubſtantiation, or the 
Declaration commonly called The Declaration againſt 
T ranſubſtantiation and Invocation of Saints, any ſuch 
Proteſting Catholic Diſſenter as aforeſaid ſhall and may, 
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at his or her Election, take and ſubſcribe, in the Place of 
the ſame, the Oath of Allegiance and Abjuration, and of 
Proteſtation and Declaration, hereinbefore mentioned and 
appointed to be taken as aforeſaid ; and ſuch laft-mention- 
ed Oath of Allegiance and Abjuration, and of Proteſtation 
and Declaration, may and ſhall alſo be adminiſtered and 
taken before the ſame Perſons, and in the ſame Manner, 
and ſhall give the ſame Benefits and Advantages, and ſhall 
operate to and for all the ſame Intents and Purpoſes what- 
ſoever (fave as hereinafter is excepted and provided) as the 
aforeſaid Oaths commonly called The Oaths of Allegiance, 
Abjuration, and Supremacy, or the aforeſaid Declaration 
againſt Tranſubſtantiation, or the aforeſaid Declaration 
againſt Tranſubſtantiation and Invocation of Saints, in the 
room of which it is intended to be hereby ſubſtituted. 
Provided always, and be it further Enacted, That no 
Place of Congregation, or Aſſembly for religious Worſhip, 
ſhall be permitted or allowed by this Act, until the Place 
of ſuch Meeting ſhall be certified to the Biſhop of the 
Dioceſe, or to the Archdeacon of the Archdeaconry, or to 
the Juſtices of the Peace, at the General or Quarter Seſ- 
ions of the Peace for the County, City, or Place in which 
ſuch Meeting ſhall be held, and until the Place of ſuch 
Meeting ſhall be regiſtered in the ſaid Biſhop's or Arch- 
deacon's Court reſpectively, or recorded at the ſaid General 
or Quarter Seſſions; the Regiſter or Clerk of the Peace 
whereof reſpectively is hereby required to regiſter the ſame, 
and to give a Certificate thereof to ſuch Perſon as ſhall 
demand the ſame, for which there ſhall be no greater Fee 
nor Reward taken than the Sum of 
and that no Perſon in Holy Orders, or pretended Holy 
Orders, whether as Prieſt, or as a Miniſter of any other 
higher Rank or Order, ſhall perform any Eccleſiaſtical 
Function, or otherwiſe officiate in any ſuch Place of Meet- 
| ing 


(GO) 
ing, until he ſhall have been licenſed i in Writing for ſuch 
pl by | 


and until his Name, and his Deſcription, as a licenſed Prieſt - 
or Miniſter, ſhall have been regiſtered at the Quarter or 
other General Seſſion of the Peace for the County, or 
other Diviſion, or Place, in which ſuch Place of Meeting 
ſhall be ſituate, by the Clerk of the Peace of the ſaid 
Court ; who is hereby required to regiſter ſuch Name and 
Deſcription accordingly, upon Demand by ſome Perſon 
producing ſuch Licence, and Payment of 
as a Fee or Reward, and ſhall give a Certi- 

ficate thereof to ſuch Perſon as ſhall from Time to Time 
demand the ſame, for which Certificate no greater Fee or 
| Reward ſhall be taken than | and no 

Prieſt or Miniſter of any Rank, in Holy Orders, or pre- 
tended Holy Orders, who ſhall officiate in any ſuch Place 
of Meeting, without being ſo licenſed and regiſtered as 
aforeſaid, ſhall be deemed to be within the Benefit of this 
Act, for any Purpoſe whatſoever. 
Provided always, and be it further Enacted, That if any 

Aſſembly of ſuch Proteſting Catholic Difſenters as aforeſaid 
ſhall be had in any Place for religious Worſhip, with the | 
Doors locked, barred, or bolted during any Time of ſuch 
meeting together, all and every Perſon and Perſons, who 
ſhall come to or be at ſuch Meeting, ſhall not receive any 
Benefit from this Law; but, notwithſtanding having taken 
the aforeſaid Oath of Allegiance and Abjuration, and of 
Proteſtation and Declaration, ſhall, from the Time of 
Conviction, be liable to the ſame Pains and Penalties, for 

ſuch their Mecting, as if this Act had not been made. 
| | "4, And 
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And be it further Enacted, That if any ſuch Proteſting 
Catholic Diſſenter as aforeſaid ſhall hereafter be choſen or 
otherwiſe appointed to bear the Office of High Conſtable or 
Petty Conſtable, Churchwarden, Overſeer of the Poor, or 
any other Parochial or Ward Office, and ſuch Perſon 
ſhall ſcruple to take upon him any of the ſaid Offices, in 
regard of the Oaths or any other Matter or Thing required 
by the Law to be taken or done in reſpect of ſuch Office, 
every ſuch Perſon ſhall and may execute ſuch Office or Em- 
ployment by a ſufficient Deputy by him to be provided, 
that ſhall comply with the Laws on his Behalf; but the 

ſaid Deputy ſhall be allowed and approved by ſuch Perſon | 
or Perſons, in ſuch Manner as ſuch Officer or Officers 
reſpectively ſhould by Law have been allowed and ap- 
proved. 7 

And be it further Enacted, That every Prieſt or other 
Perſon in Holy Orders, or pretended Holy Orders, being 
a Miniſter, Teacher, or Preacher of any Congregation of 
fuch Proteſting Catholic Diſſenters as aforeſaid, who ſhall 
take and ſubſcribe the aforefaid Oath of Allegiance and Ab- 
juration, and of Proteſtation and Declaration, in Manner 
hereinbefore preſcribed, ſhall from thenceforth be exempted 
from ſerving upon any Jury, or from being choſen or ap- 
pointed to bear the Office of Churchwarden, Overſeer of 
the Poor, or any other Parochial or Ward Office, or other 
Office, in any Hundred of any Shire, City, Town, Pariſh, 
Divifion, or Wapentake. 
And be it further Enacted, That every Juſtice of the 
Peace may, at any Time hereafter, require any Perſon, 
that goes to any Place of Congregation or Meeting for 
Exerciſe of Religion, certified and regiſtered under this 
Act, to take and ſubſcribe the Oath of Allegiance and Ab- 
juration, and of Proteſtation and Declaration, hereinbefore 


preſcribed ; and, upon Refuſal thereof, ſuch Juſtice of the 
Peace 


( 69 ) 


peace is TRE required to ſuch Perſon to 

without Bail or Mainprize, and to certify 
the Name of ſuch Perſon to the next General or Quarter 
Seſſion of the Peace to be held for that County, City, 
Town, Part, or Diviſion where ſuch 3: ſhall then re- 
_ fide; and if ſuch Perſon, fo ſhall, 
upon a Second Tender, at the General or Quiarter Seffion, 
refuſe to take and ſubſcribe ſuch Oath of Allegiance and 
Abjuration, and of Proteſtation and Declaration, as afore- 
faid, ſuch Perſon refuſing ſhall be then and there recorded, 


and he ſhall be taken thenceforth, to all Intents and Pur- . 
poſes, for a Popiſh Recuſant, and ſuffer accordingly, and 
incur all Penalties and Forfeitures, as if this Act had not 


been made. 

Provided always, and be it further Enacted, That all 
the Laws made and provided for the frequenting of Di- 

vine Service on the Lord's Day, commonly called Sunday, 

| ſhall be ſtill in Force, and executed againft all Perſons 

who ſhall offend againſt the ſaid Laws, unleſs ſuch Perſons 


| ſhall come to ſome Congregation or Aſſembly of religious 


Worſhip permitted by this Act, or by an Act made in the 


Firſt Year of William and Mary, and intituled “ An Act 


cc for exempting their Majeſties Proteſtant Subjects, diſ- 
cc ſenting from the Church of England, from the Penal 
ce ties of certain Laws.” 
Provided alfo, and be it further Enacted, That nothing 
contained in this Act ſhall extend, or be conſtrued to ex- 
tend, to give any Eaſe, Benefit, or Advantage, to any Per- 
fon who ſhall deny, in his Preaching or Writing, the Doc- 
trine of the Bleſſed Trinity, as it is declared in the Articles 
of Religion mentioned in the Statute of the "Thirteenth 
Year of the Reign of Queen Elizabeth. | 
And be it further Enacted, That if any Perſon or Per- 
ſons do and ſhall, willingly and of Purpoſe, malicioufly 
| or 


. 


or contemptuouſly come into any Place of Congregation, 
or Aſſembly of religious Worſhip, permitted by this Act, 
and diſquiet or diſturb the ſame, or miſuſe any Prieſt, Mi- 
niſter, Preacher, or Teacher therein, ſuch Perſon or Per- 
ſons, upon Proof thereof before any Juſtice of the Peace, 
by or more ſufficient Witneſſes, ſhall find 
Sureties of the Peace, to be bound, by P.<ccognizance, in 
the penal Sum of and, in Default 
of ſuch Sureties, ſhall be 
there to remain till the next General or Quarter Seſſion, 
and, upon Conviction of the ſaid Offence, at the ſaid Ge- 


neral or Quarter Seſſion, ſhall ſuffer the Pain and Penalty 
of to the Uſe of the King's er, 


His Heirs and Succeſſors. 
Provided always, and be it further Enacted, That no 
benefit in this Act contained ſhall extend, or be conſtrued 
to extend, to any Diſſenting Catholic Eccleſiaſtic permitted 
by this Act, who ſhall officiate in any Place of Congrega- 
tion or Aſſembly for religious Worſhip permitted by this 
Act, with a Steeple or Bell, or at any Funeral in any 
Church or Church Yard, or who ſhall exerciſe any of 
the Rites or Ceremonies of his Religion, or wear the 
Habits of his Order, fave within ſome Place of Congre- 
gation or Aſſembly for religious Worſhip permitted by | 
this Act, or in a private Houſe. 

And be it further Enacted, That no Diſſenting Catholic 
Eccleſiaſtic, that ſhall make and ſubſcribe the Oath afore- 
faid, ſhall be liable to any of the Pains or Penalties men- 
tioned in an Act made in the Seventeenth Year of the 
Reign of King Charles the Second, intituled, An Act 
'« for reſtraining Nonconformiſts from inhabiting in Cor- 
« porations,” nor the Penalties mentioned in the Act 
made in the Twenty-ſecond Year of the Reign of King 


Charles the Second, * « An Act to prevent and 
oy * 


„ 


ce ſuppreſs ſeditious Conventicles, for or by Reaſon of 
ſuch Perſons preaching at any Meeting for the Exerciſe 
of Religion; nor to the Penalty of One Hundred Pounds, 

mentioned in an Act made in the "Thirteenth and Four- 
teenth Year of King Charles the Second, intituled, . An 
Act for Uniformity of public Prayers, and Adminiſ- 
« tration of Sacraments, and other Rites and Ceremonies, 
« and for eſtabliſhing the Form of making, ordaining, 
cc and conſecrating of Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons in 
« the Church of England,” for affociating in any Congre- 


gation for the Exerciſe of Religion, permitted and 


allowed by this Act. 
Provided alſo, and be it further Enacted, That nothing 


herein contained ſhall be conſtrued to exempt any ſuch 


Proteſting Catholic Diſſenter as aforeſaid from paying 


Tythes or other Parochial Duties, or any other Duties to 


the Church or Miniſter, or from any Proſecution in any 


Eccleſiaſtical Court, or elſewhere, for the ſame; or to re- 
peal any Part of the Statute made in the Tyenty-ſixth 


Year of the Reign of his late Majeſty King George the 


Second, intituled, . An Act for the better preventing 
ce of Clandeſtine Marriages,” or any Parts of any other 


Statute concerning Marriages; or to give any Eaſe, Be- 
| nefit, or Advantage to any Perſon who ſhall, by Preach-. 


ing, Teaching, or Writing, deny or gainſay the Oath of 
Allegiance and Abjuration, and of Proteſtation and De- 
claration, herein before mentioned and appointed to be 
taken as aforeſaid, or the Declarations or Doctrines 
therein contained, or any of them; or to repeal or affect 
any Law now in Force concerning the Right or Succeſſion 


to, or the Limitation of, the Crown; or concerning the 


Election of any Member or Members to ſerve in Parlia- 
* or to enable any Perſon to ſit in either Houſe of 
Parliament; 


(3 ) 


Parliament; or to be of his Majeſty's Moſt Honourable 

Privy Council; or to hold, enjoy, or exerciſe any Office 
Civil or Military, unleſs duly qualified in the Manner 
now required by Law; or to educate any Child a Papiſt; 
or to educate any Child of Proteſtant Parents a Proteſting 
Catholic Diſſenter. 

Provided alſo, and be it further Enacted, T That nothing 
in this Act contained ſhall make it lawful to found, en- 
dow, or eſtabliſh any religious Order or Society of Perſons 
bound by monaſtic or religious Vows, within theſe Realms, 
or the Dominions thereunto belonging; and that all Uſes, 
Truſts, and Diſpoſitions, whether of Real or Perſonal 
Property, which, immediately before the paſting of this 
Act, ſhall be deemed to be ſuperſtitious or unlawful, ſhall 
continue to be ſo deemed and taken, any Thing in this 
Act contained notwithſtanding. 

Provided alſo, and be it further Enacted by the Au- ; 
hore aforeſaid, That nothing in this Act contained 
| ſhall extend, or be conſtrued to extend, to that Part of 


Great Britain called Scotland. 
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